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Wnited States Senate

I viLJ

February 3, 2011

Via U.S. Mail and Electronic Mail

The Honorable Thomas James Vilsack
Secretary of Agriculture

United States Department of Agriculture
1400 Independence Avenue, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20250

Dear Secretary Vilsack:

The United States Department of Agriculture (“USDA™) administers several programs that
provide important financial benefits to certain American farmers and other individuals. These
programs and payments take the form of direct payments, land conservation programs, and a
number of loan programs. These programs include, but are not limited to, the programs outlined
in the attached Schedule A.

For each program listed in Schedule A, please provide the following information for all
individuals or farming entities that received any payment from these programs during Fiscal
Years 2007, 2008, 2009 and 2010, who also had an adjusted gross income of $1,000,000 or
greater: (1) name of individual, business, or farming entity; (2) total adjusted gross income for
the Fiscal Year in which the payment was made; (3) name of each program the recipient received
benefits through; (4) amount of benefits received from each program; and (5) total amount of all
program benefits received during each Fiscal Year. This information should be produced in an
electronic usable format, such as Microsoft Excel.

Please provide the above information by February 18, 2011. If you have any questions,
including the format in which the information should be produced, please contact

Sincerely,

Tom Coburn, M.D.
United States Senator



SCHEDULE A

With respect to each United States Department of Agriculture program listed below, please
provide the requested information on or before February 18, 2011:

e & ® © ¢ & @ © & @& © o o © © &6 © © @ @ ©

Direct Payments;

Counter-Cyclical Payments;

Marketing Assistance Loan Program;

Average Crop Revenue Election;

Milk Income Loss Program;

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program;
Supplemental Revenue Assistance Payments Program;
Livestock Indemnity Program;

Livestock Forage Disaster Program;

Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honey Bees, and Farm-Raised Fish Program;
Tree Assistance Program;

Farm Storage Facility Loans;

Farm Labor Housing Loans and Grants;

Housing Repair Loans and Grants;

Dairy Indemnity Program,;

Any other ad hoc payments or programs, including, but not limited the Crop Assistance
Program;

Conservation Reserve Program;

Wetlands Reserve Program;

Grasslands Reserve Program;

Farmland Protection Program,;

Environmental Quality Incentives Program,

Conservation Security (Stewardship) Program;
Conservation Security (Stewardship) Program

Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program;

Grassroots Source Water Protection Program;
Agriculture Water Enhancement Program,;

Agricultural Management Assistance Program;
Chesapeake Bay Watershed Program;

Voluntary Public Access and Habitat Incentives Program,;
Cooperative Conservation Partnership Initiative;

Direct Farm Loans;

Guaranteed Farm Loans;

Business and Industry Guaranteed Loan Program;
Intermediary Relending Program;

Biorefinery Assistance Loan Guarantees;

Rural Energy for America Program Guaranteed Loan Program; and
Rural Economic Development Loan and Grant Program.
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United States Department of Agriculture

Office of the Secretary
Washington, D.C. 20250

February 18,2011

The Honorable Tom Coburn, M.D.
United States Senate

172 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Coburn:

Thank you for your letter of February 3, 2011, requesting information on individuals and farming
entities with Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) exceeding $1 million that received program
payments during fiscal years 2007, 2008, 2009, and 2010. The Department of Agriculture
(USDA) does not capture the recipient’s AGI for any of the programs listed on the Schedule A
provided with your letter.

The enclosed information indicates whether the authorizing statutes established an AGI
eligibility threshold for each of the programs. For programs with an AGI eligibility threshold,
the program application requests the applicant to self certify his or her income eligibility. During
the application review process USDA validates the self certification against the Internal Revenue
Service’s (IRS) database of AGI. However, the IRS only indicates whether their records indicate
a program participant exceeds any AGI limits established in the authorizing statute, and does not
provide actual tax information or dollar amounts, Additionally, as noted in the enclosure, several
of these programs do provide USDA with a waiver authority for individuals or entities that
exceed the program’s AGI threshold. But, USDA does not record or store any data on the
applicants’ and recipients’ AGI.

If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to have your staff contact .
/ *  Congressional Relations, at\

Sincerely,

I NI dob—

Tho / Vilsack
Secrefary

Enclosure

An Equal Opportunity Employer
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USDA United States Office of the Washington,
ﬁ Department of General D.C.
Agriculture Counsel 20250-1400

May 11, 2011

MEMORANDUM FOR STEVEN C. SILVERMAN
DEPUTY GENERAL COUNSEL

FROM Laurie Ristino M’—\

Senior Counsel
Conservation & Environment Division

SUBJECT: Redactions of AGI Waiver Forms

This memorandum responds to a request from Senator Coburn’s office for a rationale explaining
redactions of portions of Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) Waiver Request Worksheets for Natural
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS or the agency) Programs. These redactions were made
by the agency in order to comply with section 1619 of the 2008 farm bill, Pub. L. No. 110-246.

Section 1619 is a provision broadly protecting producer information. Section 1619 provides, in
pertinent part, that

the Secretary of Agriculture shall not disclose information provided by an agricultural
producer or owner of agricultural land concerning the agricultural operation, farming or
conservation practices or the land itself , in order to participate in programs of the
Department;...

(emphasis added)

We understand that the portions of the forms that were redacted by NRCS were specific
attributes of the applicants’ land that NRCS would not have had such information but for the
applicants’ application to participate in NRCS programs. Consequently, the requirements of
section 1619 apply and require withholding of such information.
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Adjisted Gross Income (AGY) Limitation Walver Reqiiést Worksheet
.- 'NRCS Conservation Programs (FY 2010)

A person or légal entity that exceeds fhe--ﬁ'gljuéiéd Gross Income (AGI) requirements of the 2008 Farm

Bill will not be sligible to receive payments in Farm Bill programs (AMA, AWEP; CBWI, CGPL, CIG,

CSP, EQIP, GRP; FRPP, WHIP, and mgg)‘ unless waived by.the Chief of the Nattiral Resgutces

Conservation Service (NRGS) oh  case-by-casé basis, The determination for-approval will be based

ipon whether the proposed application will profect environmentally senisitive land of special significance,

When an-applicant requests an AGI waiver, the Designated Conservationist (DC) shotld haye the
epplicaitt prepire a written request for an AGI waiver addressed to the Chief. The DC will submit the
applicant's written requést, aloig with this completed waiver request worksheet package, through
appropriate charinels to fhe State Conservationist (STC) for mitial réview (Notg! Fedérally iecagnized
Tribes ate not subject to AGI linfitatiofis).

Foj those reqissts thiat meet all the refuiremenfs listed in Section 3, the STC will forward tliis domplete

waiver packags throtigh fhe Régional Conservationist to the Chief for consideration or decision. State
Coiiservationiéts shall provide Written otification {5all applicants of the Chigf’s degision With
appropriate appéal rjghts of acknowledgement of Waiver:

Seétioni 1; Application Program Information and Eligible Categories

Iée_rp,ti@ the program and Jength _bfaappljiiczr_zt’s_ préposéd Eoniract or easement {List only oie program per
walyer Tequest): o

Applicant's Naine: Linlé Ranth LLC

State: Fiorida Locatior (County): Qkeééhobee

Progiam: WRP Length of contract/easemienit: Perpetual Baserent  Application No,_

The waiver roquest must show that use of conssrvation progiam fuinding by an individual addresses at
least one of the following ¢ategories, '

[X] (1) Critieal 6 the success of a projéct that benefits multiple producers in 2 community,
watershed, or other geogtaphic area, or

(2) Enables USDA to achieve ¢nduring conservation freatment throuigh a long-term
* agreetnent that is gredter than 15 yedts in duration or through a deed restriction on the
land, (Noté: Programs with agreements less than 15 years in duration will néed to be in
partniesship with another type of agreement to meet this criterion). *

Section 2: Nafional Priority or EmphasisThe conservation practice(sy/activity fo be implesnented on
the applicait’s land must bensfit one of more of the fational priorities or-¢mphasis afeasspecific to the
applicable program, ‘ ' ' “

List thie fari bill progrim the applicant jitenids to paiti¢ipate in dnd identify the national priotities or
eiiphasis (prograif speifié) that il be addressed (List all thatapplies):
" Progmam -~ Natiomal Program Priority or Einiphiasis.

; WRP.  Promotion of al-risk species habitat conservation, wetland restoration of land inipacted
by dgricultural production, connectivity 1o an existing WRP project that would allowfurther restoration
of both projedts, régiorial significant torridot for T+E spécies, high potential to significomily improve
waierfovl and wading bird habitat. , '




Sectioni 3: Federal, Regional; Tribal or State Resotirce Management Plan or Report

" Theenyironmentally sensitive lanid of SPE'«Clé.{ sigiificance is cleatly iﬂggﬁﬁcd in an’ approved Federal,
réglofial, Tribal, or Stat environmerntal or natural resource plan orréport. The planiied Sonsérvation
praciice(s) o activity will protect or be an integral eomiponent in addressing the Federal, regional; Tribal,
or State plan’s objectives: (check all that apply): e
(X[ State Wildlife Action Plan, Plan/Report Title: Florida’s Wildlife Legaty Titiattve, crid
 Wildlife Habitat Conservation Needs in Florida ‘
State Water Quality Plari, Plan/Report Tidlé: Zaké Okegchobze TMDL and Water Quality
Status reportfor Kissiminee River e '
) Ntional Air (uality Plan, Plan/Reportfitler,
 [X] U Fish and Wildlifo Recovery Plan Titlé: Audubon’s Crested Caracara Recovery Plan
[_] National Fish Habitat Action Plan Title: -_ ol B
Nationally atcepited Agricultural Water Ehancement ?;agf@:{ém;::
-GCPLor GIG) Project Name: World Wildlife Fund Florida, Florida Reiichlands
Enviromiizital Serviges Pigjéct CIG: '

Other Federal; regional, State or Tribal pldn; of feport, Pléan/Report Title: Comprefiensive
Eyerglades Restoration Plan, ond The Phase 1 Technical Plan for thé Like Okeechobee
Walershed Consiruction Project '

Briefly provide the justification and a description on how the conservation pragtice(s)/activity on this lafid
will address the identified résoures issues in fhe national, regional, Stite; or Tribal plan or report?

The réstoration of wetland Habitdts, including Fresh Water Maysh, Wet Prairie, Wetldnd Mixed
Forest and the associated transitional comminities of Mesic Flatwoods and Prairie Hammocks
will restore critical habitat to many federally lisied vertébrate spe¢iés. These commiynities aré
identified in several reports as prioiiy habitats, ircluding the FFWCC State Wildlife Action
Plag, USFWS Recovery Plan, and the FFWCC Wildlife Habitat Conservation Needs in Florida,
Jfor species tricluding the Edstern indigo snike, Auchibon’s Crested Caracara and Waodlstork.

Plaging a Wetlands Reserve Program conservation easément over the propeity and.vestoring the
native wetland and prairie systems will inérease watei réténtion, improve waler quality, and
hicréase qquifer recharge which are ideptified in the. Comprehenisive. Evergludes Restoration
Plari {GERP) and the Phasé 1I Tecknical Plim for-the Lake. Okéechiphée Weatershed Construction.
Project as essential practices to the protection and restoration of theEverglades system.

Section 4: Critical Resource



Projects with consefvation “acfivities” that when implemented, must dtrqctly impact one or more of* the
following crifical resources: {check all that apply):

D Agrlcuitural vzablhty (Prime and Unique Farmiand)

D Climate change and encrgy

[__j Coastal Res}cmrces {Coastal zones as idefitified per the Coasta] Zone Management Act of
1972 that have a direct and significant inipact o coastal waters, includes coral re¢f areas)

-

Name df cdasta] fesourcs

|_‘ Fedleral or State listed threatened, ehdangered, candidate species of concern; or at ri};:k
. species: |

List specles

- [ Groundwater récharge or depletion area(s);
Nante of recharge or depletion aréa (s).

(] Histofical of cuilturdl fesotiee; List historical or cultuital respurde; No knovin orstaté listed
sites on the property.

(Submita Ietter from State ot Tribdl Historical Preservanon Ofi 16er that supports the
conservation practice(sYactivity on the subject land).

L] Invasive Species (List):
[ | Pollintoi’ (List): I
I._-‘-‘ Water Quality (Deseribg): .

' r_’zl We't'lands' {Describe): . S

Briefly describg how the conservation practxce(s){actw;ty wlll be,neﬁt the. Jdenuﬂed cntxgal resmm:e(s)
(Identlf' ed in the aboye [ist) oni the subject land: .



 Section 5: Package Submission Requirements
Include the following in the sibmission package: (all items required)

- Overview of the ¢conservation practices/activities fo be implemented on the envwonmemally
séhsitive land, deseribe ihe cuiteit fesource baseliiie ccndition and the future condition,
include objectives and describe how the applicani’s pro_]ectis a crmcgl or integral eompoiient
n a;:h:evmg Federal, régional, ’I‘rlb&l of State plan objectives (i.e., sizé of iha land area under

. Teview in relationto the amount of cnt:ca.l areas fo be addrasged Grneedmg treatmerit) .

X | National, regional, State of Tribal Plan referenced in SeétmnS (P-rowde copy.0 of pertment
" information from the plaﬁ and appropnafe web link, if & web link to document is. avadablf: o
the irffernét).

X! Aerial photograph of the appimant’s [;;ud to be enrolled in the USDA program and
smlpu:l_ldin_g project 4 dred, (Idelitlfy on the: photcgigph the planned ¢éhservation -
pract:cesfactwmes)

IX' Letter of support from Federal (other than NRCS)!T nbaUState ﬁgeucy or regional
commission with expemge regar;lmc the ¢ritical fesonrce. (e g, the project WIll benef jid
threatened and endangered Spécies, a letfer of support from US Fish and Wildlife Serviée
and/or the Staté Fish and Wildiife Agengy).

E Applicant’s written request for the AGI waiver.

Section 6: Certification
State anservatlomst

Thave completsd a réyiew of thils AGI waiver réquest package and find it to be comp]ete (I not
suppor;eﬂ file for further feference).

Eﬂ Support O D;‘:No't Suppor‘t,‘Ré'ason:-

Ve ) o _Dato: é‘/{’zf’//ya
b ﬂd&g ST |

Regional Conservationist Coriciirrénces

State Consérvatiotiist/ Dirécto :



Exhibit 3
Section 7: Certification
State Conservationist

I have completed a review of this AGI waiver request package and find it to be complete and the

requested contract will protect environmentally sensitive land of sPecm.l mgmﬁcance (Enot supported
file for further reference).

[] Support = - [] Do Not Support, Reason:

P reuloug Pa. aa_/
State Conservationist/ Directar "~ Date:
Deputy Chief for Science & Technology D .Concur ] Do Not Coneur

Deputy Chiéf: N Jr) }a | | pate: I\ / /9

Deputy Chief for Financial Assistance and Community Development (FACD) or Easements and

Landscape Planning (ELP) Concur [ ] DoNot
Concur :

Deputy Chief: Z/ M Date: © €/29/70

Regmnal Conservationist \7/ Q/éouour [] Do Not Concur
Date: 7/;/ /;//J
. j { *

Chief ld Approv; - D Not Approved
Chieft {9 /’j_% Date: 7"’5-:" /0
"I Not Ap@Rmoncs)

Note: Contracts need to be obligated within the same fiscal year as the waiver. Waiver determinations for
conservation programs will be based on the year for which the conservation program contract or
agreement is approved and the determination will apply for the entire term of the subject agreement or
contract. .

Regional Conservatio sk

1/ Applicable Programs :

AMA - Apricultural Management Assistance AWEP - Agricultural Water Enhancement Program
CBWI - Chesapeake Bay Watershed Initiative CIG - Conservation Innovation Grants

CCPI - Cooperative Conservation Partfiership Initiative =~ EQIP — Environmental Qualify Incentives Program
CSP — Conservation Stewardship Program . GRP — Grassland Reserve Program

FRPP —Farm and Ranch Lands Protection Program WHIP — Wildlife Habitat Incentive Program

WRP - Wetlaiids Reserve Program

2010 AGI Limitation Waiver Worksheet . : 4
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Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) Limitation Waiver Request Worksheet
NRCS Conservation Programs

A person or legal entity that exceeds the Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) requirements of the 2008 Farm’
Bill will not be eligible to receive payments in Farm Bill programs (AMA, AWEP; CBWI, CCPL, CIG,
CSP, EQIP, GRP, FRPP, WHIP, and WRP)" unless waived by. the Chief of the Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS) on a case-by-case basis. The determination for approvat will be based
upon whether the proposed application will protect environmentally sensitive land of special significance.

. When an applicant requests an AGI waiver, the Designated Conservationist (DC) should have the
applicant prepare a written tequest for an AGI waiver addressed to the Chief. The DC will submit the
applicant’s written request, along with this completed waiver request worksheet package, through
appropriate channels to the State Conservationist (STC) for initial review (Note: Federally recognized
Tribes are not subject to AGI limitations).

For those requests that meet all the requirements listed in Section 5, the STC will forward this complete
waiver package through the Regional Conservationist to the Chief for consideration or decision. State
Conservationists shall provide written notification to all applicants of the Chiefs decision with
approptiate appeal rights or acknowledgement of waiver.

Section 1: Application Program Information and Eligible Categories

Identify the program and length of applicant’s proposed confract or easement (List only one program per
waiver request):

Applicant's Name: _Lyons Investments LP
State: _ CA ' Loeation (County): __Stanislans _
Program__ WRP___ Lengthof contréct(easement__Parp'etuai_ Appticaﬁon No. 1

The waiver request must show that use of conservation program funding by an individual addresses at
least one of the following categories.

[] (1) Critical to the success of a project that benefits multiple producers in a community,
" watershed, or other geographic area, ot ’

(2) Enables USDA to achieve enduring conservation treatment through a long-term
agreement that is greater than 15 years in duration or through a deed restriction on the
fand. (Note: Programs with agreements less than 15 years in duration will need to be in
partnership with another fype of agreement to meet this criterion).

Section 2: National Priority or Emphasis

The conservation practice(s)/activity to be implemented on the applicant’s land must benefit one or more
of the national priorities or emphasis areas specific to the applicable program.

List the farm bill program the applicant intends to participate in and identify the national priorities or
emphasis (program specific) that will be addressed (List all that applies):

Program " National Program Priority or Emphasis
e.g. EQIP Promotion of at-risk species habitat conservation
__WRP __Restores critical wetland, riparian, and native upland habitats; Provides habitat

. for at-risk species including the potential for reintroduction of the Federally Endangered Riparian Brush

Rabhbit, which is now limited to 3 small populations in the neatby area.

AT T dmmitation Waiver Wavlrcheet 1



Section 3: Federal, Regional, Tribal or State Resource Management Plan or Report

The environmentally sensitive land of special significance is clearly identified in an approved Federal, .
regional, Tribal, or State environmental or natural resource plan or report. The planned conservation
practice(s) or activity will protect or be an infegral component in addressing the Federal, regional, Tribal,
or State plan’s objectives: (check all that apply):
State Wildlife Action Plan, Plan/Report Title: _Central Valley Habitat Joint Venture
Tmplementation Plan; State passed Propositions 18 and 84 '
[ ] State Water Quality Plan, Plan/Report Title:
[ ] National Air Quality Plan, Plan/Report Title:
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Recovery Plan Title: Endangered Riparian Brush Rabbit; Endanged
Riparian Wood Rat; Endangered Least Bell’s Viteo; Threatened Valley Elderbetry Longhotn

Beetle;
National Fish Habitat Action Plan Title: Endangered Fall-run Chinook salmon; Threatened
Central Vallay Steelhead
[ ] Nationally accepted A gricultural Water Enhancement Program (AWED,
CCPI or CIG) Project Name: ‘

Cther Eede;al, regional, State ot Tribal plan, or report,
Plan/Repori Title: __ Federal and State ‘San Joaquin River Restoration Program’ joint BOR,

USFWS, NMFS, Ca. Dept. of Fish and Game, and Ca. Dept. of Water Resources; Lbcél Tuolomne River
Trust’s ‘Lower Tuolomne River Parkway: A Framework for the Future™

Brieﬂy provide the justification and a description on how the conservation practice(s)/activity on this land
will address the identified resource issues in'the national, regional, State, or Ttibal plan or report?

Section 4: Critical Resource

Projects with conservation “activities” that when Ilﬁplemeuted, must directly impact one or more of the
following critieal resources: (check all that apply):

| | Agricultural viabilify (Prime and Unique Farmland)
] Air Qual ity, nonattainment area
* ] Climate change and entergy ‘
D Coastal Resources {Coastal zones as identified per the Coastal Zone Management Act of
| 1972 that have a direct and significant impact on coastal waters, includes coral reef areas)

Name of coastal resource

AGT Limitation Waiver Worksheet ) 2



' Federal or State listed threatened, endangered, candidate species of concern, or at risk

species.

List species: s =

R

D Groundwater recharge or depletion area(s);

Name of recﬁarga or depletion area (8)
(Continued on next page}

[ ] Historical or cultural resource; List historical or cultural resource:

(Submit a letter from State or Tribal Historical Preservation Officer that suppotts the
conservation practiee(s)/activity on the subject land). ) .
[ ] Tnvasive Species (List): __
[ | Pollinators (List):
|| Water Quatity (Describe):
Wetlands (Bascribe}: ¥
[X] Other eritical resource issues o

Briefly describe how the conservation practice(s)/activity will benefit the identiffed critical resource(s)
(identified in the above lisf) on the subject {and:

Section 5: Package Submission Requirements
Tncluds the following in the submission package: (all items required)

Overview of the conservation practices/activities fo be implemenied on the environmentally
sensitive fand, describe the current resource baseline condition and the future coudition,
include objectives and describe how the applicant’s project is a critical or integral component
in achieving Federal, regional, Tribal or State plan objectives (i.e., size of the [and area under

ount of critical areas to be addressed or needing treatment).

-




National, regional, State, or Tribal Plan referenced in Section 3. (Provide copy of pertinent
information fom the plan and appropriate web link, if a web link to document is available on
the internet). ' -

o San JcamﬁnRiver Restoration Program htipy//www.restoresir.net/background.himl

o Joint Venture Implementation Plan as well as Partners In Flight Plans:
hitn:/ferww.centralvalleyiointventure.ore/plans/

o USFWS Recovery Plans:
htto://ecos. fvs.govitess public/TESSWebpageRecovery7sott=1

o Tuolomne River Trust:

hitp/lwarw.tuolumne.org/content/index. phn?fonic=prog: ams_central

Aerial pﬁoiogmph of the applicant’s land fo be enrolled in the USDA program and
surrounding project area. (Identify on the photograph the planned conservation

practices/activities).
q‘."' A 4
Ay
e v s

Letter of support from Federal {other than NRCS){"fribalfState Agency orregional
commission with expertise regarding the critical resource {e.g. the project will benefit

threatened and endangered species, a [etter of support from US Fish and Wildlife Service
and/or the State Fish and Wildlife

= ==
Applicant’s written request for the AGI waiver.
| SRR I T e

b, E-.—ll-‘i\'.-l.l._x?._t.-— )

7 e
L e .
F = e

FrmifadTare T ndvrase T avFralnad



Section 63 Cevtifieation

State Conseivationdst
1 liave completed a review of this AGI waiver request package and find it fo be complete. (Ifnot
suppotted, file for further reference).

| DoNot Support, Reason:
7

g

7 Z ,
7 78 LA e

el T -

Regional'f;unsmfaﬂonist Concurrencel /ﬁ;ﬁi Deputy C bk El Pf,;ﬁ_mw_ﬁ
[T Do Not Concur, Reason:

Concur

Regional Conservaifonis

Q‘Qﬁﬁ_%jwmie: %7// 7/5?-
7 7

Chief Approyal

oproved B NotApprved, Reasouf :
Chiefy Lt U},;/.a? Date: 8 g "-‘-’j%
i S : 7

Nofe: Waiver determinations for conservation programs will be based on the year for which the.
conservation programm contract or agreement is approved and the determination will apply for the entire
term of the subject agresment or coniract. '

1/ Applieable Programs .

AMA - Agriculiural Manegement Asslstaiice AWEP - Agrieulluzal Water Eohauncement Program
CBWI - Clesapeake Bay Watershed Initiative CIQ - Conservation Innovation Grants

CCPIL— Cooperative Conservation Parlnership Initintive  EQIP—Enviromuental Quality Incentives Program
CSP —Couservalion Stewardship Frogram GRP — Grassland Reserve Program

FRPP - Farm and Ranch Lands Protection Program WHIP - Wildlifs Habitat Incentive Program

WRP - Wetlands Reserye Program
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Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) Limitation Waiver Request Worksh eet
NRCS Conservation Programs

Suhmutted to NHQ —17 Septemher 2009

A person or legal entity that exceeds the Ad_]usted Gross Income (AGT) requirements of the 2008 Farm
Bill will not be eligible {o receive payments in Farm Bill programs (AMA, AWEP, CBWIL, CCPL, CIG,
CSP, EQIP, GRP, FRPP, WHIP, and WRP) unless waived by the Chief of the Natural Resources

- Conservation Service (NRCS) on a case-by-case basis, The determination for approval wili be based
upon whether the proposed application will protect environmentally sensitive land of special significance.

When an applicant requests an AGI waiver, the Designated Conservationist (DC) should have the
applicant prepare a written request for an AGI waiver addressed to the Chief. The DC will submit the
applicant’s written request, along with this completed waiver request worksheet package, through
appropriate channels fo the State Conservationist (STC) for initial review (Mote: Federally recognized
Tribes are not subject to AGI limitations).

For those requests that meet all the requitements listed in Section 5, the STC will forward this complete
waiver package through the Regional Conservationist to the Chief for consideration or decision. State
Conservationists shall provide written notification to alf applicants of the Chief’s decision with
appropriate appeal rights or acknowledgement of waiver,

Section 1: Applieation Program Information and Eligible Categories

Identify the program and length of applicant’s proposed contract or easement (List cmly one program per
waiver request):

Applicant's Name: ___ Harbor Street Limited Partnérship, Joseph Falzone. General Partner .

State: _ NH Location (County): __Rockingham
Application No. NH WRP Permanent Easement with Restoration

The waiver request must show that use of conservation program funding by an mdmdual addresses at
least orie of the following categories.

[ 1 (3) Critical to the success of a project that benefits multiple preducers in a community,
watershcd or other geographic area, or .

@ (2) Enables USDA o achieve enduring conservation treatment through a long-term
agreement that is greater than 15 years in duration or through a deed restriction on the
land. (Note: Programs with agreements less than 15 years in duration will need to be in
partnership with another type of agreement to meet this criterion}.

Section 2: National Priority or Emphasis

The conservation practice(s)/activity to be implemented on the applicant’s land must benefit one or more
of the national priorities or emphasis areas specific to the applicable program.

List the farm bill program the applicant intends to participate in and identify the national priorities or
emphasis (program specific) that will be addressed (List all that applies):

Program National Program Priorify or Emphasis
e.g. EQIP Promotion of at-risk species habiiat conservation
WRP ~ Wetland restoration through permanent easement acquisition

AGI Limitation Waiver Worksheet . : ; _ 1



Section 3: Federal, Regional, Tribal or State Resource Management Plan ox Report

The environmentally sensitive land of special significance is clearly identified in an approved Federal,
regional, Tribal, or State environmental or natural resource pIan or repott. The planned conservation
practice(s) or activity will protect or be an integral component in addressing the Federal, regional, Tribal,
or State plan’s objectwes {check all that apply):

State Wildlife Action Plan, Plan/Report Title: _ New Hampshire Wildlife Action Plan

State Water Quality Plan, Plan/Report Title: NH Coastal Conservation Plan

|| National Air Quality Plan, Plan/Report Title; _ EPA Nonattainment Area’s

[] U.S: Fish and Wildlife Recovery Plan Title: :

[} National Fish Habitat Action Plan Title:

[} Nationally accepted Agricultural Water Enhancement Program (AWEP,
CCPI or CIG) Project Nane:

@ Other Federal, regional, State or Tribal plan, or report,

Plan/Report Title: _The Land Conservation Plan for New Hampshire’s Coastal Watersheds,

Town of Nottingham Fong Range Plan, Bear-Paw Regional Greenw;a\;s Conservation Area
Plan.

Briefly provide the Justzﬁcahon and a descnpnon on how the conservation practice(s)/activity on this land -
il address the identified resource issues in the national, regional, State, or Tribal plan or report?

Conservation and restoration of the garcel througch the establishment of a permanent easement \_7;-111
prevent development of a property that has demonsfrated wildlife, water guality, aesthetic. and
recreational aftributes. Specifically, 46% of the property is recognized as being Tier 1 (highest quality)
forested floodplain habitat, and 70% of the site lies within a conservation focus area as identified in the
NH Wildlife Action Plan. The propeity confains over 3000° of river frontage and lies within the Lamprey
River watershed. The Lamprey River is the greatest contributor of fresh water to the Great Bay Estuary,

the most productive estﬂan/ in the Gulf of Mame ’I‘he 'NE-I Deparhnent of Env;ronmental Semces has

New Hampshire Coastal Conservation Plan.

Section 4:_ Crifical Resource

Projects with conservation “activities” that when implemeﬁte&, must directly impact one or more of the
" following critical resources: (check all that appfy):

[ | Agricultural viability (Prime and Unique Farmland)

[ ] Air Quality, nonattainment area

D Climate change and energy ‘

r_—j Coastal Resources (Coastal zones as identified per the Coastal Zone Management Act of 1972

that have a direct and significant impact on coastal waters, includes coral reef areas)

Name of coastal resource:; |

AGI Limitation Waiver Worksheet ' ._ , 2



[ Federal or State listed threatened, endangered, candidate species of concern, or at risk

species.

List species:

| ] Groundwater recharge or depletion area(s);

Name of recharge or depletion area (s) .

(Continued on next page)

[ ] Historical or cultural resource; List historical or caltural resource:

[ mvasive Species (Listy: _—..

[ Pollinators {List):
D Water Quality (Describe): |

- P

e 4

E] Wetlands (Describe): | P

[_] Other critical resouree issues

. Briefly describe how the conservation practice(s)activity will benefit the n:lentlf' ed critical rasaurce(s)
(identified in the above list) on the subject land:

AGT Limitation Waiver Worksheet
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Include the following in the submission package: (all it eguired ,
g1 mission package: (all items reguire ) éoz% ﬁtaw f),jézfa.;{«t‘m”t ffi“ﬁbo

[ ] Overview of the conservation practices/activities to be implemented on the environmentally '
sensitive land, describe the current resoutce baseline condition and the future condition,
include objectives and describe how the applicant’s project is a eritical or integral component
in achieving Federal, regional, Tribal or State plan objectives (i.e., size of the land area under
review in relation to the amount of critical areas to be addressed or nesding treatment).

Section 5: Package Submission Requirements

D National, regional, State, or Tribal Plan referenced in Section 3. {Provfde copy of pertinent
information from the plan and appropriate web link, if 2 web link to document is available on
. the internet).

NH Wildlife Action Plan located @:

hitn:/fwvav.wildlife.stafe.nh.us/Wildlife/wildlife olan.hitm
. NH Cosfal Conservation Plan located @:

httoy//www.rpe-nh.ore/coastal-conservation.hfm

@ Aerial photograph of the applicant’s land to be enrolled in the USDA program and
surrounding project area. (Identify on the photograph the planned conservation
practices/activities). '

[j Letter of support from Federal (other than NRCS)/ Tribal/State Agency or regional commission
with expertise regarding the critical resource (e.g. the projéct will benefit threatened and
endangered species, a letter of support from US Fish and Wildlife Service and/or the State
Fish and Wildlife Agency). '

E Applicant’s written request for the AGI waiver,

AGI Limitation Waiver Worksheet 4



Section §: Certification
State Conservationist

T have completed a review of this AGI waiver request package and f’ nd it to be complete. (If not
supm}rted file for further reference).

@ Support { ] Dot Support, Reason;

State Conservationist/ Director

Regional Conservationist Coneurrence:

Concur  [] Do Not Concur, Reason:

R,

Regional Conservationisk Q\-%‘Q’LAV‘/D&& 9 ‘,/ ijé ?

Chief Approval

M(Approved . [} Not Approved, Reason: _

ChiefQ /A /4 Date: 7 - .«?.—S“GQ

Note; Waiver determinations for conservation programs will be based on the year for which the

conservation program contract or agreement is approved and the determination will apply for the entire
term of the subject agreement or contract,

1/ Applicable Programs

AMA, - Agricultural Management Assistance AWEP - Agricultural Wafer Enhancement Program
- CBWI - Chesapeake Bay Watershed Initiative CIG - Conservation Innovation Grants

CCPI-Cooperative Conservation Parinership Initiative  EQIP — Environmental Quality Incentives Program

CSP — Conservation Stewardship Program GRP - Grassland Reserve Program

FRPP —Famm and Ranch Lands Profection Program WHIP — Wildlife Habitat Incentive Program

WREP - Wetlands Reserve Program

AGI Limitation Waiver Worksheet



Attachment C 2010 AGI Limitation Waiver Worksheet 1

Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) Limitation Waiver Request Worksheet
NRCS Conservation Programs (FY 2010)

A person or legal entity that exceeds the Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) requirements of the 2008 Farm
Bill will not be eligible to receive payments in Farm Bill programs (AMA, AWEP, CBWI, CCPJ, CIG,
CSP, EQIP, GRP, FRPP, WHIP, and WRP)1 unless waived by the Chief of the Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS) on a case-by-case basis. The determination for approval will be based upon
whether the proposed application will protect environmentally sensitive land of special significance.

Applicants will need to prepare a written request for an AGI limitation waiver addressed to the Chief.
(Note: Federally recognized Tribes are not subject to AGI limitations). The Designated Conservationist
will submit the applicant’s written request, along with this completed waiver request worksheet package,
through appropriate channels to the State Conservationist (STC). State Conservationists will complete an
initial review of the waiver request package to ensure that the request is of the highest quality and that the
waiver request is justified. '

For those requests that meet all the requirements listed in this worksheet, the STC will forward the
complete waiver package through the Regional Conservationist to the Chief for approval. State
Conservationists shall provide written notification to all applicants of the Chief’s decision with
appropriate appeal rights or acknowledgement of the waiver.

Section 1: Application Program Information and Eligible Categories

(List only one program per waiver request):

Applicant's Name: Westby Ranch ‘ State:  FL

Location (County): _Highlands  Program __ WRP Application No.

Length of contract/easement _ Perpetuity NRCS Cdntract Amount $

The waiver request must show that use of conservation program funding by an individual addresses at
least one of the following categories. . -

X (1) Critical to the success of a project that benefits multiple producers in a community,
watershed, or other ‘geographic area that will protect environmentally sensitive land of
special significance or :

X (2) Enables USDA to achieve enduring conservation treatment through a long-term
agreement that is greater than 15 years in duration or through a deed restriction on the
environmentally sensitive land of special significance. (Note: Programs with agreements

* less than 15 years in duration will need to be in partnership with another type of
agreement to meet this criterion).

Section 2: National Priority or Emphasis

The conservation practice(s)/activity to be implemented on the applicant’s land must benefit one or more
of the national priorities or emphasis areas specific to the applicable program.

List the farm bill program the applicant intends to participate in and identify the national priorities or
emphasis (program specific) that will be addressed (List all that applies):

- Program National Program Priority or Emphasis
e.g. EQIP Reduction of soil erosion, Promotion of at-risk species habitat conservation etc.

WRP  Protect. restore and enhance wetlands on property to achieve greatest wetland functions and
Values, and optimum wildlife habitat.




Section 3: Federal, Regional, Tribal or State Resource Management Plan or Report
“The environmentally sensitive land of special significance is clearly identified in an approved Federal,
regional, Tribal, or State environmental or natural resource plan or report. The planned conservation
practice(s) or activity will protect or be an integral component in addressing the Federal, regional, Tribal,
or State plan’s objectives: (check all that apply): =
X State Wildlife Action Plan, Plan/Report Title: Florida’s Wildlife Legacy Initiative
X State Water Quality Plan, Plan/Report Title: Water Quality Status Report — Kissimmee River
- and Fisheating Creek '
National Air Quality Plan, Plan/Report Title: ] '
X U.S. Fish and Wildlife Recovery Plan Title: Audubon’s Crested Caracara Recovery Plan
National Fish Habitat Action Plan Title: ' :
Nationally accepted Agricultural Water Enhancement Program (AWEP,
CCPI or CIG) Project Name:
X Other Federal, regional, State or Tribal plan, or report,
Plan/Report Title: Wildlife Habitat Conservation Needs in Florida

Section 4: Critical Resource

_ Projects with conservation “activities” that when impleniented, must directly impact one or more of the
following critical resources: (check all that apply):

X Agricultural viability (Prime and Unique Farmland) - = ms 5 mox, W

Air Quality, nonattainment area .
X Climate change and energy —

1

[P

Name of coastal resource :
X TFederal or State listed threatened, endangered, candidate species of concern, or at risk
species. :

List species: !

X  Groundwater recharge or depletion area(s);
Name of recharge or depletion area (s)

X Historical or cultural resource; List historical or cultural resource:

(Submit a letter from State or Tribal Historical Preservation Officer that supports the
consérvation practice(s)/activity on the subject land).
Tnvasive Species (List):

Pollinators (List): ™

Water Quality (Describe): ‘ .
Wetlands (Describe): T = - [y

Mpd MM

Other eritical resource issues




Section 5: Description/Overview i
Describe the environmentally sensitive land and the conservation practices/activities to be applied.

_ Include objectives and describe how the applicant’s project/activity funded through the identified program
is a critical and an integral component in addressing: '

National priorities identified in Section 2;

Objective(s) of the Federal, regional, Tribal or State plan identified in Section 3; and

-

In the description include the current resource baseline condition and the firture condition. Include in the
description the substantial positive and direct outcome (quantify as much as possible) expected from
implementing the proposed contract. '

(4dd additional page(s) as needed to clearly describe project and the potential outcomes)



Section 6: Package Submission Requirements
Include the following in the submission package: (all ifems required)

Completed (AGI) Limitation Waiver Request Worksheet

National, Regional, State, or Tribal Plan referenced in Section 3. (Provide copy of pertinent
information from the plan and/or appropriate web link, if available.

Aerial photograph identifying the applicant’s land to be enrolled in the USDA program and the
environmentally sensitive land of special significance. A map or photograph should be .
included of the surrounding project area, if applicable. Identify on the photograph the planned
conservation practices to be applied.

Letter of support from Federal (other than NRCS)/Tribal/State Agency or regional commission
with expertise regarding the critical resource (e.g. the project will benefit threatened and
endangered species, a lefter of support from US Fish and Wildlife Service and/or the State
Fish and Wildlife Agency).

Farm Bill Application Questionnaire/Checklist (only for AMA, AWEP, CBWT, EQIP, ‘and WHIP,
contract and appendix does not need to be signed):

NRCS-CPA-1155 Conservation Plan or Schedule of Operations. (only for AMA, AWEP, CBWIL,
EQIP, and WHIP). :

Applicant’s written request for the AGI waiver.



Section 7: Certification
State Conservationist
I have completed a review of this AGT waiver request package and find it to be complete and the
requested contract will protect environmentally sensitive land of special significance. (If not supported,
file for further yeference). -

) Do Not Support, Reason: __ -7 7
State Conservationist/ Director; ee—e >/~ Date: (o/éé’/{%
Deputy Chief for Programs:

o Not Concur
Deputy Chief for Programs::

Regional Conservationist:
(< Do Not Concur Reag
RCglOﬂ i nié A= 4

Note: Wﬁe[‘gletermmatmns for conservation programs will be based on the year for which the
conservation program contract or agreement is approved and the determmahon will apply for the entire

term of the subject agreement or contract.

1/ Applicable Programs

AMA - Agricultoral Management Assistance AWEP - Agricultural Water Enhancement Program

CBWI - Chesapeake Bay Watershed Initiative CIG - Conservation Innovation Grants

CCPI ~ Cooperative Conservation Partnership Initiative EQIP — Environmental Quality Incentives Program
CSP — Conservation Stewardship Program GRP — Grassland Reserve Program

FRPP — Farm and Ranch Lands Protection Program WHIP — Wildlife Habitat Incentive Program
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Attachment C 2010 AGI Limitation Weiver Worksheet 1

Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) Limitation Waiver Request Worksheet
NRCS Conservation Programs (FY 2010)

* A person or legal entity that exceeds the Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) requirements of the 2008 Farm
Bill will not be eligible to receive payments in Farm Bill programs (AMA, AWEP, CBWI, CCPI, CIG,
'CSP, EQIP, GRP, FRPP, WHIP, and WRP)1 unless waived by the Chief of the Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS) on 2 case-by-case basis. The determination for approval will be based upon
whether the proposed application will protect environmentally sensitive land of special significance.

Applicants will need to prepare a written request for an AGI limitation waiver addressed to the Chief.
(Note: Federally recognized Tribes are not subject to AGI limitations). The Designated Conservationist
will submit the applicant’s written request, along with this completed waiver request worksheet package,
through appropriate chanmels to the State Conservationist (STC). State Conservationists will complete an

initial review of the waiver request package to epsure that the request is of the highest quality and that the
waiver request is justified. '

For those requests that meet all the requirements listed in this worksheet, the STC will forward the
complete waiver package through the Regional Conservationist to the Chief for approval. State
Conservationists shall provide written notification to all applicants of the Chief’s decision with
appropriate appeal rights or acknowledgement of the waiver.

Section 1: Application Program Information and Eligible Categories
(List only one program per waiver request):

v

"Applicant's Name: Blue Head Ranch. JI.C State: __FL

. Location (County): Highlands  Program _ WRP Application No.

Léngth of confract/easement _ Perpetuity NRCS Coniract Amount §

The waiver request must show that use of conservation program funding by an individual addresses at
least one of the following categories. _ T
X - (1) Critical to the success of a project that benefits multiple producers in a community,
watershed, or other geographic area that will protect environmentally sensitive land of
special significance or
X (2) Enables USDA to achieve enduring conservation freatment through a long-term
agreement that is greater than 15 years in duration or through a deed restriction on the
environmentally sensitive land of special significance. (Note: Programs with agreements
less than 15 years in duration will need to be in partnership with another type of
agreement to meet this criterion). E o '

Section 2: National Priority or Emphasis

The conservation practice(s)/activity to be implemented on the applicant’s land must benefit one or more
of the national priorities or emphasis areas specific to the applicable program.

List the farm bill program the applicant intends to participate in and identify the national priorities or
emphasis (program specific) that will be addressed (List all that applies):

Program National Program Priority or Emphasis
e.g. EQIP Reduction of soil erosion, Promotion of at-risk species habitat conservation ,etc.




‘Section 3: Federal, Regional, Tribal or State Resource Management Plan or Report
The environmentally sensitive land of special significance is clearly identified in an approved Federal,
regional, Tribal, or State environmental or natural resource plan or report. The planned conservation
practice(s) or activity will protect or be an integral component in addressing the Federal, regional, Tribal,
or State plan’s objectives: (check all that apply):
X State Wildlife Action Plan, Plan/Report Title: Florida’s Wildlife Legacy Initiative
X State Water Quality Plan, Plan/Report Title: Water Quality Status Report —Kissimmee River
‘ and Fisheating Creek 5"
National Air Quality Plan, Plan/Report Title:
X U.S. Fish and Wildlife Recovery Plan Title: Audubon’s Crested Caracara Recovery Plan
National Fish Habitat Action Plan Title: .
Nationally accepted Agricultural Water Enhancement Program (AWEP,
CCPI or CIG) Project Name: ‘
X Other Federal, regional, State or Tribal plan, or report, :
Plan/Report Title: Wildlife Habitat Conservation Needs in Florida

Section 4: Critieal Resourece

Projects with conservation “activities” that when implemented, must directly impact one or'more of the
following critical resources: (check all that apply):

X Agricultural viability (Prime and Thnicwe Farmland)—. ... . _

Loa . . .
Air Quality, nonattainment area _ .
X Climate change and energy — - - s ey i el AT

: Name of coastal resource it :
X TFederal or State listed threatened, endangered, candidate species of concern, or af risk
species. :

X Groundwater recharge or depletion area(s),
Name of recharge or depletion area (s) ‘

.+ Historical or cultural resource; List historical or cultural resource:

(Submit a letter from State or Tribal Historical Preservation Officer that supports the
conservation practice(s)/activity on the subject land).
Invasive Species (List): '

Pollinators (List): g .
frittilary), ruby-throated hummingbirds

Water Quality (Describe) ~ - ' -

Wetlands (Describe): .. == o

M

QOther critical resource issues




Section 5: Description/Overview ? i
Describe the environmentally sensitive land and the conservation practices/activities to be applied.
Include objectives and describe how the applicant’s project/activity funded through the identified program

is a critical and an integral component in addressing:
National priorities identified in Section 2;

Objective(s) of the Federal, regional, Tribal or State plan identified in Section 3; and

= - ) | ST e t —n- SImET =
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In the description include the current resource baseline condition and the future condition. Include in the
description the substantial positive and direct outcome (quantify as much as possible) expected from

implementing the proposed contract. : :
(4dd additional page(s) as needed to clearly describe project and the potential outcomes)



Section 6: Package Submission Requirements .
Include the following in the submission package: (all items required)

Completed (AGI) Limitation Waiver Request Worksheet '

National, Regional, State, or Tribal Plan teferenced in Section 3. (Provide copy of pertinent
information from the plan and/or appropriate web link, if available. g '

Aerial photograph identifying the applicant’s land to be enrolled in the USDA program and the
environmentally sensitive Iand of special significance. A map ox photograph should be
included of the surrounding project area, if applicable. Identify on the photograph the planned
conservation practices to be applied.

Letter of support from Federal (other than NRCS)/Txibal/State Agency or regional cornmission
with expertise regarding the critical resource (e.g. the project will benefit threatened and
endangered species, a letter of support from US Fish and Wildlife Service and/or the State
Fish and Wildlife Agency). i :

Farm Bill Application Questionnaire/Checklist (only for AMA, AWEP, CBWI, EQIP, and WHIP,

_ coniract and appendix does not need to be signed).

NRCS-CPA-1155 Conservation Plan or Schedule of Operations. (only for AMA, AWEP, CBWI,
EQIP, and WHIP). ! ' '

Applicant’s written request for the AGI waiver.



Section 7: Certification
* State Conservationist ' - ’
I have completed a review of this AGI waiver request package and find it fo be complete and the
requested contract will protect environmentally sensitive land of special significance. (If not supported,
file for further reference).

@ Do Not Support, Reason:_, > . ; / :
_ State Conservationist/ Director: . -*:," Date: (0 /200
Deputy Chief for Programs: : : o

Deputy Chief for Programs::
Regional Conservationist:

oNotC ncur, R ( )
Regional onsrvﬂioniﬁémdj -g,ﬁ«,gay Date: %:’ ,{i;ic{(,{;n :

Chief Approval

L Approved Not Approved, Reason:
Lo Lo JBA Date: T—/5-/d | _
Note: Waiver determinations for conservation programs will be based on the year for which the
conservation program confract or agreement is approved and the determination will apply for the entire
term of the subject agreement or confract. ' :
1/ Applicable Programs ’ .
AMA - Agricultural Managemet Assistance AWEP - Agricultural Water Enhancement Program
CBWI - Chesapeake Bay Watershed Initiative CIG - Conservation Innovation Grants
CCPI - Cooperative Conservation Partnership Initiative EQIP — Environmental Quality Incentives Program
CSP — Conservation Stewardship Program GRP — Grassland Reserve Program :
TFRPP — Farm and Ranch Lands Protection Program WHIP — Wildlife Habitat Incentive Program
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Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) Limitation Waiver Request Worksheet

NRCS Conservation Programs

© A person or legal entity that exceeds the Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) requirements of the 2008 Farm
Bill will not be eligible to receive payments in Farm Bill programs (AMA, AWEP, CBWI, CCP], CIG,
CSP, EQIP, GRP, FRPP, WHIP, and WRP)nnless waived by the Chief of the Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS) on a case-by-case basis. The determination for approval will be based
upon whether the proposed application will protect environmentally sensitive land of special significance.

When an applicant requests an AGI waiver, the Designated Conservationist (DC) shauld have the
applicant prepare a written request for an AGI waiver addressed to the Chief. The DC will submit the
- applicant’s written request, along with this completed waiver request worksheet package, through

appropriate channels fo the State Conservationist (STC) for initial review (Note: Federally recognized
Tribes are not subject to AGI limitations). '

For those requests that meet all the requirements listed in Section 5, the STC will forward this complete
waiver package through the Regional Conservationist fo the Chief for consideration or decision. State
Conservationists shall provide written notification to all applicants of the Chief’s decision with
appropriate appeal rights or ackiowledgement of waiver.

Section 1: Application Progfam Information and Eligible Categories -

Identify the program and length of applicant’s proposed contract or easement (Llst -:.-:\nly one program per
" 'waiver request): : ' ' '
Applicant'’s Name: _ LUX FARMS.LLC

State:  NC Location (Cqunty): HYDE

Program__ WRP _ Length of contract/easement Pempetnal Application No.

_ The waiver request must show that use of conservation program funding by an individual addresses at
least oné of the following categories.-

‘J (1) Critical to the success of a project that benefits multiple producers in a community,
watershed, or other geographic area, or

‘\j (2) Enables USDA 1o achieve enduring conservation treatment through a long-term,

agreement that is greater than 15 years in duration or through a deed restriction on the

land. (Note: Programs with agreements less than 15 years in duration will need to be in
partnership with another type of agreement to meet this criterion).

Section 2: National Priority oxr Emphasis

The conservation practice(s)/activity to be implemented on the applicant’s land must benefit one or more
of the national priorities or emphasis areas specific to the applicable program.

List the farm bill program the applicant intends to participate in and identify the nafional priorities or
emphasis (program specific) that will be addressed (List all that applies): '
Program National Program Priority or Emphasis

e.g. EQIP Promotion of at-risk species habitat conservation

“WRP Promotion of habitat for migratory birds and wetland dependent wildlife. Improved water
quality in the adjacent estmary. i i '

AGI Limitation Waiver Worksheet 1



Section3: Federal, Regional, Tribal or State Resource Managemenf Plan or Report

The environmentally sensitive land of special significance is clearly identified in an approved Federal,
regional, Tribal, or State environmental or natural resource plan or report. The planned conservation
practice(s) or activity will protect or be an integral component in addressing the Federal, regional, Tribal,
or State plan’s objectives: (check all that apply):

\! State Wildlife Action Plan, Plan/Report Title: _ NC Wildlife Action Plan_

\’ State Water Qi_.rélity Plan, Plan/Report Title: __Pasquatank River Basinwide Water Quality
Plan and Tar-Pamlico River Basinwide Water Quality Plan '

.

[0 National Air Quality Plan, Plan/Report Title: NONE

\ National Fish Habitat Action Plan Title: _ National Fish Habitat Action Plan and ‘The
Southeast Aguatic Habitat Plan

[ Nationally accepted Agricultural Water Enhancement Program (AWEP, CCPI or CIG) Project
Name: __NONE, but in 2008 NCCE applied for a project within the drainage district.

\! Other Federal, regional; State or Tribal plan, or report, Plan/Report Title: NC Coastal Habitat
Protection Plan: NC Ovyster Fisheries Management Plan: NC Natural Heritage Program Biennial
Protection Plan; NC Ecosystem Enhancement Program Basinwide Plan: The Comprehensive
Conservation and Management Plan-Albemarle-Pamlico National Estuary Program; USEWS
Southeast United States Waterbird Conservation Plan: The Nature Conservancy’s Conservation
Action Plan: NC’s Outer Banks and Sounds.

Briefly provide the justification and a description on how the conservation practice(é}facﬁvity on this land
will address the identified resource issues in the national, regional, State, or Tribal plan or report?

See Addendum 1 for documentation of plans listed above and justification for activities i:nroposed.

Section 4: Critical Resource _
Projects with conservation “activities” that when implemented, must directly impact one or more of the
following critical resources: (check all-that apply):--—~- - -=- - - Bn  mombiee S8

[ Agricultural viability (Prime and Unique Farmland)
O Air Quality, nonattainment area

‘\/ Climate change and energy: see Addendum 2a for further explanation

'\l_ Coastal Resources (Coastal zones as identified per the Coastal Zone Management Actof
1972 that have a direct and significant impact on coastal waters, includes coral reef areas)
Name of coastal resource: ’ '

" i . TR % R
I

~ Grounawater recharge or depletion area(s); ___
Name of recharge or depletion area (s)__

(Continued on next page)
AGI Limitation Waiver Worksheet ' . 2



" Briefly

[ Historical or cultural resource; List historical or cultural resounrce:

(Submit a letter from State or Tribal Historical Presérvation Officer that supporis the conservation
practice(s)/activity on the subject land). '

describe how the conservation practice(s)/activity will benefit the identified critical resource(s)

(identified in the above list) on the subject land:
See Addendum 2b for additiopal information.

Section 5: Package Submission Requirements
Include the following in the submission package: (all items required)

AGI Limitation Waiver Worksheet

Overview of fhe cofissivation practices/activities to be implemented oii the environmentally
sensitive land, describe the current resource baseline condition and the future condition, include
objectives and describe how the applicant’s projectisa critical or infegral component in
achieving Federal, regional, Tribal or State plan objectives (i.e., size of the land area nmAer review
in relation to the amonnt of critical areas to be addressed or needing treatment). ’{*_:f“__ e

National, regional, State, or Tribal Plan referenced in Section 3. (Provide copy of pertinent

. information from the plan and appropriate web link, if a web link to document is available on the
internet) =

il

Aerial photograph of the applicant’s land to be enrolled in the USDA program and
surrounding project area. (Identify on the photograph the planned conservation
practices/activities).” Ay '

Letter of support from Federal (other than NRCS)!TribaﬂStata Agency or regional
~ commission with expertise regarding the critical resource (e.g. the project will benefit threatened

and endangered species, a letter of support from US Fish and Wildlife Service and/or the State
Fish and Wildlife Agency). © a

“ ‘\] Applicant’s written reqnesf fér The AGI waiver.

L



Section 6: Ce:tiﬁcaﬁoq

State Conservationist ) ' - : :
I have completed a review of this AGI waiver request package and find it fo be complete. (Ifnot
supported, file for further reference). '

\fé;)port O Do Not Support, Reason:

Stats Cbn.servationistf Di:rec;ts:nr:E ! l%&“'—b Date:bgfd | (0) Q,QOCE

Regional Conservationist Concurrence:

%Conmr ‘0 Do

Regioﬁal Conservatior{ist:

t Concur, Reason:

M Date: S/Q/a'afﬁ
s, 71

?Approvai :
7 Approved - [ Not Approved, Reason:

Note: Waiver determinations for conservation programs will be based on the year for which the
conservation program contract or agreement is approved and the determination will apply for the entire
term of the subject agreement or confract.

1/ Applicable Programs _
AMA - Agricultural Management Assistance AWEP - Agricultural Water Enhancement Program
CBWI - Chesapeake Bay Watershed Initiative CIG - Consefvation Innovation Granis

CCPI — Cooperative Conservation Partership Initiative ~ EQIP — Environmental Quality Incentives Program
.CSP — Canservation Stewardship Program GRP — Grassland Reserve Program

FRPP - Farm and Ranch Lands Protection Program WHIP — Wildlife Habitat Incentive Program

WRP- Wetlands Reserve Program

AGI Limitation Waiver Worksheet ' . a4



Lux Farms, North Carolina— Additional Acres Request for AGI Waiver

Lux Farms, LLC was granted An AGI ownership waiver for enrollment into the Wetland Reserve
Program (WRP) on March 11, 2010. Since that time, the applicant has requested that an additional to
enroll an additional 423 acres into WRP. The additional acreage is contiguous to the original offer and

will add to the environmental benefits of the easement.

_ Original waiver request Additional © Total
Keres b +-3,.842 - +-423  +-4265
Easement cost (Est.) $3,504,400 $1,142,100  $4,646,500
Restoration Cost (Est.) - To be determined after surveys $1,200,000

A number of partners, including USFWS, NC Coastal Federation, and NC State University are providing

significant resources to plan and design the restoration and the additional acreage.

Deputy Ch}f’ for Easements and Landscape Planning

[v] Concur [ ] Do Not Concur, Reason:

Deputy Chief for Easements and Landscape Planning:f,& B A ﬂ\ ActialG  Date: -2 % /A

Soy

Regional Conservationist:

Woncur : D Do Not Concur, Reason:

Regional Conservationi@ ,:Za-ﬂt.” £ M”/ Date: ?‘/ )\J\/ /0

Chief Approval

mpproved . D Not Approved, Reason:

Chief: Q&\/&é« Date: 9,/2,7"/5
g

. Note: Waiver determinations for conservation programs will be based on the year for which the

conservation program contract or agreement is approved and the determination will apply for the entire
term of the subject agreement or contract.

2010 AGI Limitation Waiver Worksheet



gaepoventyt BT,O2250
Jﬁ(&i‘;\'@r@h‘tﬂ\ ¢ (00, Og{;ﬁ
okl *:f’qfl‘*.él‘ .

Ad]l_sted Gross Income (AGD) Limitation Waiver Reguest Worksheet
NRCS Conservation Programs (FY 2616)

. A person or legal ehttty that exceeds the Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) requirements of the 2008 Farm
" Bill will not be eligible to,receive payments in Farm Bill programs (AMA, AWEP; CBWI, CCPI, CIG,
© CSP, EQIP, GRP, FRPP, WHIP, and WRP)' unless waived by the Chief of the Natural Resources
" Conservation Service (NRCS) on a case-by-case basis. Thé determination for approval will be based
ipon whether the propesed application will protect edvironmentally sensitive land of special significance.

Applicants will need to prepare a written request for an AGI limitation waiver addressed to the Chief.
(Note: Federally recognized Tribes are not subject to AGI limitations)., The Designated Conservationist
'will submit the applicant’s written request, along with this completed waiver request worksheet package,
through appropriate channels to the State Conservationist (STC). State Conservationists will complete-an
‘initial review of the wajver request package to ensure that the request i§ of the highest quahty and that the
walver request is justified.

For those requests that meet alf the requirements listed in this worksheet, the STC will forwatd the
complete waiver package through the Regional Conservationist to the Chief for approval. State

Conservationists shall pravide written notification to all apphcants of the Chief’s decision thh
appropnate appeal rights or acknowledgement of the waWer

Section 1: Apphcatlon Program Information and Eligible Categories
(List only one program per waiver request):

Applicant's Na.me‘: Cumberland & Western IRescmrlc:es1 LLC State: Texas

. Property also kriown as Eaele Nest Lake and Osceola Plantation

Location tCount;r): Brazoria  Program: WRP  Application No; £6-7442-10-00018

Length of contract/easement: Pexrmanent NRCS Contract Amount: $7.824.250 (4471 deres)

Tha waiver request must show that use of conservation program funding by an individual addresses at
Ieast one of the following categories.

D {i) Critical to the success of a pIQ] ect that baneuts muihpla producers ina com‘numty,
watershed, or other geographic area that will protect environmentally sensitive land of
special significance or

(2) Enables USDA. to achieve enduring conservation treatment through a long-term
agreement that is greater than 15 years in duration or through a deed restriction on the
environmeatally sensitive land of special signif cance: (MNote: Programs with agreemenis
less than 15 years in duration will need to be in partner"hip with another type of
agre=ment to maet this criterion).

Section 2. National Priority or Emphasis

The conserva;ion pracnce{s)facnww to be implemented on the applicant’s land must benafit one or mors
of the national priorities or emphasis areds specific to the applicabie program.

L ist the farm bill program the applicant intends to participate in and identify the national pnonties or -~
emphasis (program specific) that will be addressed (List all that apphes}

Program °~  Nationa] Program Pnonty or Emphdsis
" eg EQIP Reduction of s0il erosion, Promotion of at-risk Spec.aes kab:raf conservaiion etc.
: WRP : . Restoration and proiection of criticul and upique weﬂ'ands

" 2010 AGI Limitation Wd‘.w&t Workshest g & ) ’ 1



‘Section 3: Federal, Regional, Tribal or State Resonrce Management Plan or Report

The environmentally sensitive land of special significance is clearly identified in an approved Federal,
regional, Tribal, or State environmental or natural resource plan or report. The planned conservation
practice(s) or activity will protect or be an integral component in :%mldres&nur ths F&deral regional, Tribal,
or State plan’s objectives: (checkall that apply)

. State Wildlife Action Plan Plan/Report Title: Texas Wﬂdhfe Action Plan, Texas Parks and

ildlife D ent
E Stafe Water Quality Plan, PIanJRepor‘ Title; Skate Water Plan Texas Water Development
Board

[ Natmnai Air Quality Plan, Plan/Report Title:
. U.S. Fish and Wildlife Recovery Plan Titls: Columbla BottomTards Conservation Plan
}:] National Fish Habitat Action Plan Title:
[ ] Nationally accepted Agricultural Water Enhancement Program (AWEP,
~ CCPIor CIG) Project Name: ‘
D Other Federal, regional, State orTnbaI plan, of report,

‘Plan/Report Title: Gulf Coast T oint Venture Plan,

Section 4; Critical Resource

Projects with consérvation “activities” that when implemented, must directly impact one or more of the
following critical resources: (check all thdt apply):

[ | Agricultural viability (Prime and Unique Farmland)
[ Air Quality, nonattzinment area’
[_] Climate change and energy
' D Coastal Resources (Coastal zones as identified per the Coastai Zone Management Act of

1972 that have a direct and- 51gn Ifjca.m mpact on coastal wa‘ce;s, mclucles coral reeL araas}

Name of coastal resource _

; Federal or State listed threatened, endangered, candidate species of concern, or at risk

species. List species: |

[ | Groundwater recharge or depletion area(s);
Name of recharge or depletion afea (8) _

[T Historical or cultural resource; List historical or cultural resource:

(Submita Iettrar frm:n Stats or Tribal Historical Preservation Df"icar that supporrs the
conse-vatlon practice(s)/activity on the subject land). .

. E Ihvas}ve SpeCIes (I'I'St) g 2 4, S A e . --"'-!- = * PP TR R E T
[ 1 Poilinators (List): o

2010 AGI Limitation Waiver Worksheet



‘ ]:] Water Quality (Describe):
Wetlands (Describe):

Other critical resource issugs: Potential loss to development.,

Section 5: Description/Overview

Describe the environmentally sensitive land and the conservation practices/activities to be applied.
TInclude objectives and describe how the applicant’s projéct/activity funded th.rouﬂrh the identified program
is a critical and an integral component in addressing:
» National priorities identified in Section 2;
s Objective(s) of the Federal, regional, Tribal or State plan identified in Section 3; and
- ¢ ‘The critical resource issue(s) identified in Section 4
In the description includs the current resource baseline condition and the future condition. Include in the

dascription the substantial pesitive and direct oufcome {qa,antuy as much as possible) expected from
implementing the proposed contract, -

' (Add additional page(s) as needed fo clearly a'e.scnbe pro_recf and the potential or.zfcomes)

s
F—

Objective(s) of the Federal, regional, Trii:ral or State plar identified in Section.3:

Fhe Texds Parks and Wlldhfe Stafe Wildlife Action Plan ldentmes fifteen statewide conservation
priorities, .
e —

"The Texas Water Development Board (TWDB), State Water Plan contains in Chapter 10, Water

Management Strategies. Section 10.2 provides an overview of recommended strategies. Strategies listed
- in part 10.2.7 identify private land stewardship and states “Land stewardship practices that help control
nuisance vegstation, maintain and restore suitable vegetation in ripafian areas, reseed with native plants,
maintain open space land and wildlife habitat, conserve wetlands (emphasis added), and control erosion
through feduction of overgrazing will promote the health and efficiency of the state’s watersheds and
should be encouraged.”

The rapid destructzon of bottomland hardwood forests in this area, and the concerns of conservationists
about preserving a sustainable area of this habitat, gave rise to the Columbia Bottomlands Conservation
Plan (U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 1997). The Plan proposes a goal of 28,328 acres of hablitat conserved
under the combined efforts of private, state, and federal entifies, thus ensuring protection of at {east 10%
of the original ecosystem area.

The Guif Coast Joint Venture: Texas Mid-Coast‘_Initiétive, North American Waterfowl Management Plan.
- identifies four'broad strategies of wetland conservation that are important for achieving their goals and

2010 AGI Limitalion Waiver Worksheet
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o N agent Plaxt; Conservation Sirategies, page 137

obiectives,

[ant N

Wetlands ~ See ‘descripiion above regarding National priorities Identified in Section 2.

- i

3
Section 6: Package Submission Requirements
Inclyde the following in the submission package: (all itemis required) -

E{l Completed (AGT) Limifation Waiver Request Wcrksheet

. X] National, Regional, State, or Tribal Plans referenced in Section 3. (Provide copy of pertmcnt

information from the plan 'mdfor appropriate web link, if avaﬂable

|. Texas Parks and Wildlife D\.parh'nunt, State Wildlife Action Plan, page 517:

S

Texas Watez Devalopmenz Board State Water Plan, Chap‘er 10 Strategies: _
S

PIa*:fCHAPTER%‘? E}IO-?E:’?OFH.-J 112706.pdf

hito://www.tpwd.state tx.us/publicationsfowdpubs/pwd pl w7000 1187a/media/IL ndf

" 3. Columbia Bottomlands Conservation Plan; http:/www.bioone.org/doi/pdf/10.3375/0885-

_ 8608(2008)28%5B74:CSAVCI%5D2.0.C0%3B22cookieSet=1
4, '‘Gulf Coast Joint Venture, Texas Mid-Coast Initiative, North Amer[can Waterfowl

hitp: .’fwww gejv.org/docs/TXMidCoastpub.pdfi

[=] Aerial photograph identifying the apphcant’s land to be enrolled in the USDA program and
the environmentally sensitive land of special significance. A map ot photograph shotld be

included of the surrounding project.area, if applicable. Identify on the photograph the
planned conservation practices to be applied.

@ Letter of support from Federal (other than I}IRCS)[I‘ribaUStaie Agency or regional
commission with expertise regarding the critical resource (e.g. the project will benefit

threatened and endancered species, a lstter of support from US Fish and Wildlife Service

andfor the State Fish and Wildlife Agency)

[RA| Farm Bill Application Questionnaire/Checklist (only for AMA, AWER, CBWI, EQIP, and

WHIP, contract and appendix does not need to be signed).

- [N/A] NRCS-CPA-1155 Conservation Rlan or Schedale of Operatzoms (only for AMA AWEP

CBWI, BQIP, and WHIP).
E Applicant’s written request for the AGI waivar.

3010 AGH Limitation Watver Worksheet



Section 7: Certification L L :

State Conservationist

I have completed 4 review of this AGI waiver request package and find it to be cor}plate and the

requested contract will protect environmentally sensmve land of special significance. (If not supported
file for further reference).

@ Support : [} DoNot Support, Reason:

TR 132010

State Conservationist/ Director;

Deputy Chief for Brogzamst FLP
Eéoncur - [] Do Not Coneur, Reason:

Deputy Chief for Programs:: A AAA_A i “ acranNGDate: 923 . /p

So v
Regional Conservationisi: ;
] Concur [1po Not Conetrr, Reason.
Regloﬂal Consewatxoms[\/%v% m 7 / / o,
Chl&f Approval
[y YA qued E ] Not.Appro\ted Reason:

Chlcfé( " ﬁ Date: 5’;2_? ! 5/

Note: Walver determinations for conse:vation programs will be based on the year for which the
conservation progran: coniract or agreement is approved and the der\.rmmation will apply fo; the enfire

" term of the subj ect agreement or contnct

1/ Applicable Programs . 2 o .
AMA - Agricultnral Management Assistance " AWEP - Agricultural Water Enhancement Program

CBWI - Chesapeake Bay Watershed Initiative - CIG - Conservation Innovation Grants

CCPI — Cooperative Conseryation Partnership Initiative  EQIP — Environmental Quality Incentives Progmm
C8P ~ Conservation Stewardship Program . ORP - Grassland Reserve Program

FRPP — Farm and Ranch Lands Prﬂtecﬁ:on Prcura.m WHIP —~ Wildlife Habitat Incentnfe Program

WRP - Wetlauds Reserve Program

2010 AGI Limitation Waiver Worksheet
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Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) Limitation Waiver Request Worksheet
' NRCS Conservation Programs (FY 2010)

A person or legal entity that exceeds the Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) requirements of the 2008 Farm
Bill will not be eligible to receive payments in Farm Bill programs (AMA, AWEP, CBWL, CCFI, CIG,
CSP, EQIP, GRP, FRPP, WHIP, and W'RP)l unless waived by the Chief of the Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS) on a case-by-case basis. The determination for approval will be based
upon whether the proposed application will protect environmentally sensitive land of special significance.

Applicants will need to prepare a written request for an AGI limitation waiver addressed to the Chief.
(Note: Federally recognized Tribes are not subject to AGI limitations). The Designated Conservationist
will submit the applicant’s written request, along with this completed waiver request worksheet package,
through appropriate channels to the State Conservationist (STC). State Conservationists will complete an

initial review of the waiver request package to ensure that the request is of the highest quality and that the
waiver request is justified. ) ;

For those requests that meet all the requirements listed in this worksheet, the STC will forward the
complete waiver package through the Regional Conservationist to the Chief for approval. State
Conservationists shall provide written notification to all applicants of the Chief’s decision with
appropriate appeal rights or acknowledgement of the waiver.

Section 1 Application Program Information and E[igiﬁle Categories -
(List only one program per waiver request):

Applicant's Name: William A. Borchardt State: Kansas
Location (County)_': Republic ~ Program: WRP Application No.66-6215-0900NTF

Leﬁgth of easement: Permanent NRCS Easement Purchase Amount: $830,019.00

The waiver request must show that 1ise of conservation program funding by an individual addresses at
least one of the following categories.

(1) Critical to the success of a project that benefits multiple producers in a community,
watershed, or other geographic area that will protect environmentally sensitive land of
special significance or

(2) Enables USDA to achieve enduring congervation treatment through a long-term
agreement that is greater than 15 years in duration or through a deed restriction on the
environmentally sensitive land of special significance. (Note: Programs with agreements
less than 15 years in duration will need to bé in partnership with another type of
agreement to meet this criterion).

Section 2: National Priority or Emphasis

The conservation practice(s)/activity to be imialemented on the applicent’s land must benefit one or more
of the national priorities or emphasis areas specific to the applicable program.

_ List the farm bill program the applicant intends to participate in and identify the national priorities ot
emphasis (program specific) that will be addressed (List all that applies):

Program National Program Priority or Emphasis
WRP Protecting and restoring this valuable wetland resource will provide quality
habitat for migratory birds and other wildlife, protect water quality, and reduce
" flood damages. :

2010 AGI Limitation Waiver Worksheet



Exhibit 3
Section 3: Federal Regmnal Tribal or State Resource Management Plan or Report

The environmentally sensitive land of special significance is clearly identified in an approved Federal,
reglonal Tribal, or State envirommental or natural resource plau or report. The planned conservation
practice(s) or activity will protect or be an integral component in addressmg the Federal, regional, Tribal,
or State plan’s objectives: (check all that apply):
[:l State Wildlife Action Plan, Piaﬁ!Report Title:
] State Water Quality Plan, Plan/Report Title:
[ ] National Air Quality Plan, Plan/Report Title: . _
E US Fish and Wildlife Reccwefy Plan Titlc: Breeding Waterfowl Habitat Preservation
Program — Non-Glaciated Prairie and Mountam Region of the Central Flyway Reg,ton six —
Denver, Colorado May 1979
[_] National Fish Habitat Action Plan Title:
’ [ ] Nationally accepted Agricultural Water Enhancement Program (AWEP,
CCPI or. CIG) Project Name: ' '
[ ] Other Federal, regional, State or Trlbal plan, or report,
Plan/Report Title:

Sectlon 4: Critical Resource

Projects with conservation * actwfncs” that when implemented, must du-ectly impact one or more of the
following critical resources: (check all that apply):

] Agncult‘ura] viability (Prime and Unique Farmland)
[ ] Air Quality, nonattainment area
‘[[] Climate change and energy I
] Coaﬁtai Resources (Coastal zones as identified per the Coastal Zone Management Act of |
1972 that have a direct and significant impact on coastal waters, includes coral reef areas)

Name of coastal resource

[ | Federal or State listed threatened, endangered, candidate species of concern, or at ns'{ spemes

. List species:

[] Groundwater recharge or depletion area(s);
Name of recharge or depletion area (s)
[ ] Historical or cultural resource; List historical or cultural resource:

(Sﬁbmjt a letter from State or Tribal Historical Preservation Officer that supports the
conservation practice(s)/activity on the subject land).

[_] Tnvasive Species (List):
| Pollinators (List):
- Water Qual;ty (Describe): Res - . ¥ P g

2010 AGI Limitation Waiver Worksheet o 2



Exhibit 3

an

Wetlands (Describe): '

- ] Other critical resource issues

Section 5: Description/Overview

Describe thé environmentally sensitive land and the conservation practices/activities to be applied.
Tnclude objectives and describe how the applicant’s project/activity funded through the identified program
is a critical and an integral component in addressing:

o National priorities identified in Section 2; )

o Objective(s) of the Federal, regional, Tribal or State plan identified in Section 3; and

o The critical resource issue(s) identified in Section 4 . :
In the description include the current resource baseline condition and the future condition. Include in the
description the substantial positive and direct outcome (quantify as much as possible) expected from
implementing the proposed contract. - - ;

(4dd additional page(s) as needed to clearly describe projeét and the potential buz‘comes)_

In January of 2009, the Kansas Natural Resources Conservation Sel-:vice (NRCS) received an -
application for enrollment - ~ of land for a permanent easement under the Wetlands
. Reserve Program (WRP) '

BN . .. = = . Environmental reviews and
preliminary title work also indicated no issues of significance. Based upon this, we completed
all necessary work up to the point of closing on the easement. :

- -

R R

I . .
5 o e e This wetland resource has been

recognized by the KDWP, Environmental Protection Agency, NRCS, and the FWS, ¢

in the “Land and Water Conservation Fund Concept plan for Kansas™ '

2010 AGI Limitation Waiver Worksheet . _ ' 3



' . - Exhibit 3
Approval of this waiver request would résulti . being enrolled in a permanent
easement under the WRP. s A sk

) e ————— e e

Other private, state, and federal agencies in
Kansas are actively working to preserve and restore this wetland resource. If the area is. accepted
into the WRP, it will likely be the focus of restoration and acquisition of additional wetland
* acreage by those same partners. These efforts, if successful mutlhzmg other ‘ partner sth funds,
rmﬂd lead to a several times larger wetland complex il

et

T am attaching copies of various reports and documentation showing the significance of the -
tfor your review. A timely and favorable consideration of this request is -
appreciated as we are ready to move to closing upon approval of the waiver.

Section 6: Package Submission Requirements
Include the following in the submission package: (all itexﬁs required)
@ Complete& (AGD Limitation Waive; Réquest Worksheet _
Aerial photograph identifying the applicant’s land to be enrolled in the USDA program and
the environmentally sensitive land of special significance. A map or photograph should be

included of the surrounding project area, if applicable. Identify on the photograph the
planned conservation practices to be applied.

E Letter of support from Federal (other than NRCS)/Tribal/State Agency or regional |
" commission with expertise rcgarding the critical resource (e.g. the project will benefit
threatened and endangered species, a letter of support from US Fish and Wildlife Service
and/or the State Fish and Wildlife Agency). :

-[] Farm BLHApphcanon Questionhaire/Checklist (only for AMA, AWEP, CBWI, EQIP and
‘WHIP, contract and appendix does not need to be signed).

] NRCS-CPA-1155 Conservation Plan or Schedule