
 

 

 

By the Numbers 

1 in 4 – Approximate total number of Americans enrolled in the Medicaid program last year.1   
 
$14.29 trillion – Dangerously high level of our country’s current national debt.2  
 
$1.6 trillion – Our nation’s unprecedented federal budget deficit.3  
 
$7 trillion – Level the Congressional Budget Office projects that federal budget deficits will reach over 
the next decade if current laws remain unchanged.4 
 
$175 billion – Collective budget shortfall states are facing through 2013.5  Our nation’s Governors have 
called on the federal government to work cooperatively with States to reduce deficits, restore fiscal 
discipline and promote economic growth and long-term prosperity.  
 
41 cents – Amount we have to borrow for every dollar our nation spends.6  
 
$4 trillion – Over the next ten years, the Congressional Budget Office projects the federal government 
will spend more than $4 trillion on Medicaid.  
 
$22.5 billion – Estimated cost of improper payments in Medicaid for fiscal year 2010.7  Improper 
Medicaid payment rates result in substantial financial losses to states, the federal government, 
taxpayers, and patients. 
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40 percent – Number of physicians who restrict access to Medicaid patients because of low 
reimbursement rates through the Medicaid program. In other words, Medicaid coverage does not equal 
access.8 
 
25 million – Updated estimate of the actual number of individuals that may be enrolled in the Medicaid 
program under the new health care law, according the Chief Actuary of the Medicare program.  This is a 
50% increase above the original 16 million new enrollees originally estimated by the Congressional 
Budget Office.9 
 
At least $118 billion – Estimated cost of the unfunded Medicaid expansion mandate for state taxpayers 
through 2023 under Congress’ controversial new health care law.10 
 
40 percent – Amount lower that Medicaid reimburses physicians compared to private health 
insurance.11  
 
33 – The number of Governors that wrote Secretary Sebelius in January 2011 seeking immediate relief 
from the maintenance of effort requirements under current law in order to have the flexibility to make 
the difficult budget decisions in ways that reflect the needs of their residents.12 
 
10 and counting – Number of studies showing that Medicaid patients suffer from poor health outcomes, 
experience  high rates of complications after major surgeries, utilize emergency rooms at rates higher 
than the uninsured, and in some cases, compare worse than Americans without any health insurance.13  
 
$18,344 vs. $4,568 – Amount New York’s Medicaid program spends per person in poverty—almost 
$10,000 more than the national average – compared to the amount Nevada’s Medicaid program spends 
per person in poverty.14 
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