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Dear Taxpayer,

Times remain tough in America. The number of people working has dropped to the lowest
level in decades. More than 23 million of our fellow citizens do not have good jobs, and
wages for manyothers are stagnant and even declining.Families are struggling to do

more with less.

"00 110 AOGAOUITA ET 'i AOEAA EO
even bother to give themselves a budget
anymore. For the third consecutive yar,
Congress failed to pass a budget. And, for the
fourth straight year, these compulsive spenders
charged more than $1 trillion to our national
credit card, pushing us to a $16 trillion debt.

1 EOET ¢ 11

As you read each of the 100
projects costing over $18
billion outlined in this

report, ask yourself:

Some try to rationalize the excessive borrowing 9 Can we can aford this

and spending & necessary until the economy
gets back on track. But the increased demand
for help is precisely why Washington must be
more careful how tax dollars are spent to ensure
we can care for those who are truly in need. To
do this Washington must set priorities, just like
every family. The problem is Washington has all
the wrong priorities.

Thousands, millions and even billions of dollars
in an annual budget in excess of $3.7 trillion
may not seem like much to Washington
politicians, but these days a dollar camake a
big difference for families on fixed budgets.
How many of our friends,families and

neighbors could be fed with the nearly $1
million the government spent taste testing foods

at this time?

Could this money have
been better spent, or
not spent at all?

Is this a national
priority or is this
something benefiting a
special interest?

Does this fit the role of
the federal government,
as outlined in the U.S.
Constitution?

to be served on the planet Mars? How many nutritious school lunchesutd have been
served with the  million in financial assistance provided to cupcake specialty shops?

Washington priorities are backwards. This is why important programs go bankrupt while

outdated and outlandish projects continue to be funded.

A
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The Highway Trust Fund, which has been bailed owgeveraltimes over the last five years, is
a good example, as billions of dollars intended for transportation are wasted on
guestionable projects that do little to fix congestion or other transportation problems.An
unused Ohio bridge? not even connected to a road or traib received a halfa-million
dollar makeover this year. An Oregon town will pay $388,000 for just five bus stogs
enough to buytwo houses in the same town!

Washington priorities are And in West Virginia, thousands of dllars were
backwards. This is why important OPAT O OI OAAT T OOOOAO A EEOC
programs go bankrupt while of Legos. Would the dollars spent on these
outdated and outlandish projects transportation projects not have been better
continue to be funded. spent to fix some of the 22,158 deficient bridges

plaguing our national highway system?

Perhaps nothingdemonstrates just how out of touch Washington isnore than the

Aonnmhnnn 53%$! EO OPAT AET ¢ OF OAI1 'i AOCEAAT O O
expensive delicacies, at a time when millions of Americans are struggling just to put the

basics on the familydinner table. It echoes back to the fabled proclamation of the callous

royal who, when asked about the hungry and poor shortly before the French Revolution,

repiedO1 AO OEAI AAO AAEA8SO

AEEO OI AO OEAI AAO AAOEAOO AdiIésEits@iAcds akthe 7 AOEET
well-off are rewarded with the taxes paid by other hareworking Americans: In Los

Angeles, a yacht used by city officials, celebrities, and other VIPs was upgraded for nearly

half amillion dollars. In Indianapolis,the costs of poviding free bus service for the ticket

holders attending the Super Bowl totalechlmost $150,000. Wealthy tax cheats collected

hundreds ofmillion s of dollarsin payments from a health care program for the poor,

professional sports leagues were exempteftom oL

PAUET ¢ OAGAOR AT A OEA x 4EEO Ol A0 OEAI| AAE £

company benefitted from over $1 million in attitude in Washington is

governments grants tosupport the multi-billion evident in countless instances.

ATTTAO ATTI PATUBO TAx ' OAAE UI COOO AAAEI EOU EI
York.

These and the other examples of mismanagement, wasiegpending and special interest

deals highlighted in this report represent missed opportunities to assist those in need and

Ol OET OA Ob OEA TAOEI T80 £EIT AT AAOS 7AO0EET CcOI
whether to cut spending or increase taxes taddress our fiscal crisis, all the while, allowing

or even supporting these questionable projects. Each of the 100 entries highlighted by this

report, therefore, is a direct result of Washington politicians who are preoccupied with
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running for re-election rather than running the country, which is what they were elected to
do in the first place.

As you look at these examples, put your personal political persuasion aside and ask
yourself: Would you agree with Washington that these represent national prioties, or
would you conclude these reflect the oubf-touch and outof-control spending threatening
to bankruptourT AOQET 180 A£OOOOAe

Sincerely,

o bl

Tom A. Coburn, M.D.
U.S. Senator
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1)  The most unproductive and unpopular Congress in modern h  istory
does nothing while America struggles z (Congress) $132 million 3

Persistent unemployment. Insurmountable debt. Mounting war casualties.

The challenges facing our nation have rarely been so dire for so long. Yet, never before in
recent history have our elected leaders in Washington worked less and been more lax in
AAAOAOGOGET ¢ 100 TAQET 160 DPOI Al Al 08

#1 1 COAOGO EO Oi1T PAAA O 1 AEA EEOOI OU ¢ &I OY
with just 61 bills passed and made law in 2012 to date Even taking into account bills the
House and Senate are expected to pass in the upcoming latheek session, the current
Congress could easily have the lowest level of legislative activity since statistics began
AAET ¢ OAAOI AOAAh o WHiknAwsgapeERolCal®T OEA #ADEOIT |

T N N

R e

Senate committee room s like this one were largely vacant and unused for most of 2012
as the most unproductive and unpopular Congress in modern history chose to avoid
addressing the multitude of issues facing our nation.

The inability of Congress to get things done has resulted in the lowest public approval in
the nearly four decades the rating has been measured by Gallup. A stunning 83 percent

OE

AEOADPDOT OA T £ OOEA x AUThepodr uinds@ien Eddgresdaiel ¢ E OO

consistent across the political spectrum with approval from only nine percent of
Democrats, 11 percent of Independents, and 10 percent of Republicanfuring these
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contentioustimes, Americans find so much to disageeabout, yet almost everyone agrees
Congress is failing to do its job.

With the House and Senate controlled by opposite parties, partisans point fingers of blame
at the party in control of the other chamber. But, the stalemate is not simply the product of
split-party control between the two chambers.

The Senate has cast fewer votes in 2012 thus far than any year in decadet? More than

20 of the 100 senators? on both sides of the aisle have not had a single amendment

considered on the Senate flooin 2012.11 And after blocking senators from offering fixes to

AETI T O OEOI OCET 6O OEA UAAOh OEA - AET OEOU , AAAA
deliberative body publicly announced from the Senate flog®) xE1 1 OAU OEEO Ol
lot of trouble for anybody.8 ' | AT AT AT 6 AA®O AOA 1 OA0O84

A number of important committees within both the House and the Senate are failing to do
the important work for which they are responsible.

Perhaps the most striking disappointment is theSenate Budget Committeésee appendix

for complete lists). Since the last budget was passed on April 29, 2009, Washington has
spent $11.2 trillion and added more than $4.8 trillion to the national deb With the
national debt now ove $16 trillion, never before have taxpayers needed a budget blueprint
more to guide our nation away from fiscal ruin. Yethe Senate Budget Committee has
failed to produce a budgetz which it is required to do by lawz in over 1,200 dayst4 In
addition to not producing a budget resolution, the committee has also failed to hold many
hearings, a key tool for Congress to conduct oversight, investigate problems, seek solutions,
initiate conversation and debate, and advance an agenda. The Senate Budget Coraenit
held a mere 12 hearings in 2012 fewer than all but five other congressional committees
from both chambers?!5> 16

Likewise, theSenate Finance Committeewvhich oversees about thredourths of the federal

budget including all of the major health care and retirement entitlement programs and the

federal tax code has done little in 2012. Despite its broad jurisdiction, the Finance

Committee reported out and discharged only 11 legislative measurés.These includeda

non-AET AET ¢ OAOI 1 OOEIT OOPDPI OOET ¢ OEA Ci Al O AT A
7AAEe AT A A OAOIT |1 OOEIT AOOET OEUET ¢ OEA AITiITEO
Committee held just 28 hearings this year (as of September ).Overall, the committee

places in the top teneastproductive of all congressional committees in terms of approving

legislation and the top ten Senate committees holding thewestnumber of hearings?® 20

$AOPEOA OEA EI DT OOAT AA 1 £ OlyAhditheiddaenET AOO OI1 1
struggles, the small business committees of both chambers tied for first place as the

5
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committee approving the least amount of legislation in 2012. Th8enate Small Business
and Entrepreneurship Committeeheld only four hearings and passed out just three
measures, one of whiclauthorized expenditures for the committee itsel®! Likewise, the
House Small Business Committereported out just three bills and held 31 hearings, which
is significantly more than its counterpart in the Senate, but fewer than most of the other
committees in the House??

4xi 1T OEAO Aii il EOOAAO EAOGA AAAT 1 AOCAT U EAT A O
and Forestry Committee and Special Committee on Agind.he Senate Agriculture,

Nutrition, and Forestry reported out and discharged just seven measures, one of which was

to provide for its own budget, and held a mere nine heargs23 24 The Aging Committee

reported out a single measure, which was to provide for its own budget, and held just nine

hearings 2> 26 27

Whether it was failing to hold oversight hearings, pass laws, cut unnecessary spérgl or
simply cast votes on amendments, the U.S. Congress let taxpayers down in 20hZact,
many high school student councils have been more deliberative than the U.S. Senate.

All that follows in this report can be traced right back to what Congressas and has not
done. Atrticle 1, Section 9 of the U.S. Constitution entrusts Congress with the responsibility
to approve how money is spent out of the Treasury and to account for such expenditures.
Congress approved every cent spent to fund the projectsittined in this report and did
nothing to stop any of these expenditures. In fact, in many cases members of Congress
actually took credit for the projects with no shame. All of the outrageous and wasteful
contents of this report were made possible by efiter the action or lack of action of

Congress, earning it the welteserved but unwanted distinction as the biggest waste of
taxpayer money in 2012.
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2) Professional sports loophole z (Taxes) $91 million

The National Football League (NFL), the Nationalddkey League (NHL), and the

001 AAOGOETT AT 11 FAAO0OG8 ! OO1 AE Aot brganizatibhstoq Al AOO
exempt themselves from federal income taxes on earnings. Smaller sports leagues, such as

the National Lacrosse League, are also usingethax status. Taxpayers may be losing at

least $1 million subsidizing these tax loopholes for professional sports leagues that

generate billions of dollars annually in profits?8 Taxpayers should not be asked to

subsidize sports organizations already beefiting widely from willing fans and turning a

profit, while claiming to be non-profit organizations.

Touchdown! Grass is always greener when a sports lea gue can score with loopholes to
avoid paying taxes.

In 2010, the registered NFL nonprofit alone received $184 million from its 32 member

teams.2? It holds over $1 billion in asset$? Together with its subsidiaries and teamsz

many of which are forprofit, taxedentities z the NFLgeneratesan estimated $9 billion

annually 31 Each of its teams are among the top 50 most expensive sports teams in the

x Ol Ah OATEET C Al T1T COEAA st half oddrofedsonallEAT T OO O
football teams are valued at over $1 billior3?
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The PGA generated over $900 million in revenue, mostly through television rights,
tournament earnings and sponsorships, and royaltie® In 2009, the NHL received nearly
$76 million from its member teams34

League commissioners and officials benefit from the nonprofit status of their organizations.
Roger Goodell, commissioner of the NFL, reported $11.6 million in salary and perks in 2010
alone3s' T 1T AAT 1 60 OAI1 Aéath $20millibn inA1D# Si€vd Boingiein, the
executive vice president of media, made $12.2 million in 2019. Former NFL

commissioner Paul Tagliabue earned $8.5 million from the league in 202®.The league

paid five other officials a total of $19.2 rillion in just one year39 In comparison, the next
highest salary of a traditional nonprofit CEO is $3.4 milliof?

Tim Finchem, commissioner of the PGA Tour, earned $5.2 millionin 20404 EA . (, 6 O
commissioner, Gary Bettman, received $4.3 million in 2®.42

These organizations are taking advantage of the provision of the tax code that allows
industry and trade groups, such as the U.S. Chamber of Commerce or the Natural Resources
Defense Council, to qualify as neprofit and tax-exempt. None of these graps can

promote a specific brand within an industry but each may promote an industry as a whole.
Qualifying organizations pay taxes on few types of income and expenditures, including
lobbying. State and local governmentssually exempt these organizatiors from state

income and sales tax as well, a boon wortln estimated$10 billion to the nonprofit

sector43

Seeing the advantage in operating largely tafkee, the NFL, NHL, and PGA are registered

with the Internal Revenue ServicelRS as nonprofit organizations. These leagues assert

they help the professional sport in each of their leagues. For example, on its 2010 tax

OAOOOT h OEA . &, AAOCAOEAAA EOOAI £ AO A OOOAAA
i Al AAO A4 BAOC8E, OAEA pdpbtuakeprofésgdnal hoEkey inQHe US

AT A # A% Thdsd Bhign statements aside, major professional sports leagues are

hardly in the business of simply promoting the hockey, football, or golf industry. They are

in fact businesseg designed to makemoney.

4EA EEOOIT OU T £ OEA . &,0860 OAg AgAi pOEI-T OOAOOO
American Football League and NFL. Congress passed a law granting specific antitrust
exemptionstothenew NFI46 | O OEAO OEI Ah EO Al 01 AAARBAOGHOD
the list of entities eligible for nonprofit status4? | AAT OAET ¢ O1 OEA )23h 03/
the Internal Revenue Cod@rovides for the exemption of business leagues, chambers of

commerce, real estate boards, boards of trade amiofessonal football leagueswhich are

not organized for profit and no part of the net earnings of which inures to the benefit of any

,,,,,

private shareholder or individuald j} ATl PEAGEO AAAAAQS

8
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One major sports leagug Major League Basebalt filed as a nonprofit fa years, but chose

to become a forprofit limited liability corporation in 2007. At least partly motivating the

AEAT CA xAO Al 1Bl OEOCEIT O1 OEA )236 1 Ax OAIA
require releasing information on salaries above $150@0.4° The NFL lobbied strenuously

in Washington against an expansion of the disclosure reporting, but found little support.

Major professional sports leagues should no longer be eligible for general federal tax

exemption. Removing them from federal nonprfit status may also benefit states and

localities, which lose out on much needed revenue. For example, the NFL may have lived
AOGAOU OAGPAUAOSGO AOAAI AO OEEO UAAOG6O 30PAO
Indianapolis Business Jourral O ( T O Asta@ants did notQak] National Football

, AACOA AiI DI TUAAO 8 -ekdmht statds,as ar5AL@RGALT avaidp@yin® A @
OAGAOR ET AAAEOEIT O EOABR AOGOI OAT OAI AT A A
Hardworking taxpayers should not be forced to provide fundindgo offset tax giveaways to

lucrative major professional sports teams and leagues. Based on publicly available

information about the NFL and NHL alone, barring major leagues from using the ngnofit

status may generate at least®l million of federal revenue every year3!
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3) OH SNAP! Junk food, luxury drinks, soap operas, and billions of
dollars in improper food stamp payments z (Department of
Agriculture) $4.5 billion

Starbucksdrinks, Kentucky Fried Chicken, Taco Bell, soap operas, and alcohol walle
purchased this year with federal food stamp fundsin Tennessee, food stamps paid for
beer, diapers, and condomsin three states, some individuals received more food stamp
benefits simply because they smoke marijuanz.

About $80 billion will be spent to provide over 46 million Americans with federal financial
assistance this year from the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP,
DOAOGET 601 U ET 1 x1 534 @ithG&mhahyXamBied Atiudglibg fidsdcially, this
support can ensure manychildren who otherwise might go to bed hungry have healthy
meals.

However, lax controls and mismanagement resulted in billions of dollars being spent not on
healthy meals for hungry kids but instead wasted on questionable and, in some cases,
illegal expenditures. Approximately $2.5 billion in improper SNAP payments are projected
to be made this year, while millions of dollars more will be misspent on silly promotional

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program benefits can be used to purchase fast food at
franchises like Kentucky Fried Chicken in California and Starbucks Frappuccinos at grocery stores

in Oregon.

10
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activities and food with little nutritional value.>

Junk food and sugary drinks. While the program was recently renamed the

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, there is no requirement for the food

purchased to be nutritious.! AAT OAET ¢ O OEA 5838 $APAOOI AT O
drinks, candy, cookies, snack crackers, amck cream are food items and are therefore

Al ECEAISA ABACFAOEGd06A1 1 Uh OAT AOCU AOETEO OEAO EAOA
Al 1 & évandf they have little nutritional value.

More than $2 billion of beveragessweetened with sugar are purchasd with food stamps

every year, according to a study by the Yale Rudd Center for Food Policy & Obesity

published in the American Journal of Preventive Medicin® (Fifty-eight percent of all

refreshment beverages purchased by SNAP participants were for sargsweetened
AAOAOACAOho OOAE AO O1T AA Pib AT A OPI OO0 AOEITE

Fast food. In California, many beneficiariesuse food stamps to purchase neso-nutritious

fast food at Burger King, Kentucky Fried Chicken, Taco Bell, Pizza Hut and Dominoes

Pizza%® In Los Angles County alone, at least 141,000 people may use food stamps at fast

food and other restaurants®® 4 EA AEOU 31 AEAI 3 AO0O0OEAAO $EOAAOQI
the resources to decide whether restaurants offer enough healthful choices, and would
needandEAO ACAT AU & I[11TEOI O OEAOS86G

Gourmet coffee. In Oregon, food stamps may be used to purchase luxury drinks, such as
&OADPOAAETT Oh AO 30AOAOCAEO AT O tAwriencEioOEAA CO
AOOOIT iséfewvayhaliows the purchases of chéll Starbucks beverages, according to a

spokesman2 0! O 111 ¢ AO OEA AAOAOACA EO AT 1T A T0O Al

the card can be used atthe ® O1T OA 3 OAOADAEOh AOO OAAOOAET AA;
Al 11T®AA86

More money for the m arijuana munchies. Marijuana has been linked to an increased

appetite, ET T xT A O CAOOE Isgperbdpdit ishd Dirprsdtite Atérds df Maine,

New Mexico, and Oregon gave extra food stamp benefits to users of the illegal drtig.c¢

These statesallowed some marijuana users to deduct the cost of the drug from their

income when determining the amount of the benefits provided for which they are eligible.
InOregonOEA AAAOAOQOET T Or EYI1 Al O Aibslied thedi@ dadljuarel O 1T A O/
card, expenses incurred while cultivating marijuana and the costs of purchasing it from a

third-D AOOU @Qtlisndt khéwin how many recipients claimed the deductior$é The

director of the Maine Office of Family Independence does not know how many indilials

received extra food stamp benefits as a result of marijuana use.

11
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Booze and other un -allowable items. 51 AAOAT OAO OADPT OOAOO OxEOT AO
1 AAOGET ¢ xEOE AAAOh AEADAOOElktoAicBerielt AT I 06 DAEA
Transfer(EBT) cards at aFood Land store in Memphis, Tennessé@.Technically, the

purchase of these items is not permitted, but the practice goes om Ohio, another local

television station reported in February that food stamps paid not only for beer and

cigarettes, but alsoguns and carg1

In Florida, an exotic dancer who made more than $85,000 a year in tips also collected about

$1,000 in food stamps a month between March 2010 antline 201272 During that time,

sheOPAT O 171 OA OEAT Awhmnnmn 7B Bhe@ddledguikyQdidod AT EAT AAI
stamp fraudAOO Al AEI O OEA &athedsfidgesiwe® lQiGsAronumeA $hd O

i AO x1 OEET ¢ AO A AAT AAO™AO AAOI O A1 OGAOOAET I Al

Soap operas and parties. The food stamp program wasted millions of dollars on

promotional campaignsencouraging local SNAP offices to throw parties and producing

radio soap operas and advertisements. One recommended way to promote the program

AAAT OAET ¢ O1T 53%$! EO O O4EOI x A ' OAAO 0AOOUS
mingle. Make it fun by having activities, games, food, and entertainment, and provide

information about SNAP. Putting SNAP information in a game format like BINGO,

AOT OOx1T OA POUUI AGh T O AOGAT A OOOOAT AEAI OAS NOE
memoraAl A % AU80

53%! Al Ol eoopildtiGnbofieh twd-hinute Spanish public service

announcements in the form of radio novelas or miniseries T £ OT AD | PAOAO O1 ¢
stamp use’® (Each novela, comprising &en-part seriesAAT 1 AA 00 ABONGA ' 1 ACOE.
O(APPET AOO 0 A O Ednamati©soehadidihvaiving dhardaikrk ¢nvincing others

O CcAO 11T & TA OOAIDPOh TO Agbl AETET @7 EI x | OAE
DEOI AAOG AT 1T Al OAA OxEOE OEA AT 11 ACAED AT ADBHAA

the characters apply for food stamps or to learn the importance of SNAP benefits to their
health.”8 79 USDA also spent between $2.5 million and $3 million for four months of radio
ads this year to promote the program in California, Texaslorth Carolina, South Carolina,
Ohio, and New York?o

Dead, duplicate, and disqualified recipients. The USDA Inspector General found roughly
2,000 dead people are still receiving food stamps in New York and Massachusetts
combineds8! 82 Additionally, its investigation revealed 7,236 people in these states are
receiving duplicate benefits, while 286 are on state lists that should exclude them from
receiving food stamps3384 These unnecessary payments amount to $1.4 million every
month.8586

12
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4)  Oklahoma keeps un used airport open to collect federal checks z
(OK) $450,000

The Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission (OAC) voted this year to keep a rarely used Lake
Murray State Park Airport open simply to land more federal funds. The airport averages
just one flight per manth, has no planes based there, and is situated mere miles from two
more heavily used airportss?

An Oklahoma airport receives one flight a month, but the state keeps it open just to land
federal funds.

Yet, the airport lands an automatic $150,000 from the Federal Aviation Administration
(FAA) every year. Much of that money is eventually used elsewhere hetstate, making
the Lake Murray State Park Airport a layover to land government monée¥.

In the last five years, Lake Murray State Park Airport has received $750,000 through the
FAA program, of which the commission has spent only $5,546 on the airporséif 7 less
than one percent®® The rest of the funds were transferred to projects at other state
airports or remain unspent Just this year, OAC sent $150,000 to two other projects
across the state, both of which have already benefitted from millions ¢ééderal dollars 91
The commission is now sitting on $450,0002

13
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Since 2006, the state tourism departmert which co-owns the strip along with OA@ has
recommended closing and razing the airstrip to pave way for better access to a state park

lodge and golf ourse adjacent to the property?3 Both are major draws in the area. By

Al T OET ¢ OEA AEOPTI OOh /'# x1 OI A AA OCEOEI C Ob
iTT AU AAAE UAAOhd AT T I“EOCOEIT 1 AT AAOO x1 OOEAAS
4EA AT T T EOOEI TS8O 1 x1 AEgihk Aipdrtut hé AembersAnbtedad A Al 1
voted unanimously to keep the airport oper?>

The OAC has also accepted FAA Airport Improvement Programs grants (AlP) totaling more

than $180,000 since 2002 that were specifically for improvements to the Lake Murray

airstrip, including runway rehabilitation, updated runway lighting, beacons, and tree

clearing % Despite these grants, the strip has no electricity and thus, no lighting and the

001 xAU DAOAIT Al raritgthe énd & ifs ueful lif@8 O

Besides ts ability to land federal funds, there is no other apparent reason to justify the

AEODPT 0060 AGEOOAT AAs8 #1 1 OET ¢ EO xI O A 1106 EI
for better use of the property.

If this layover boondoggle is happening in Okhoma, is it happening elsewhere?

14
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5)  Moroccan pottery classes z (U.S. Agency for International
Development) $27 million

In 2009, the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) began pursuing a four

year plan to improve the economic competitven® 0 1T £ -1 OT AAT 8 I OAOEAX
Inspector General (IG) found the $24 E1 1 ET 1 wabd ot ob fhakkQo achieve its

Ci A 0O86

A key part of the project involved training Moroccans to create and design pottery to sell in
domestic and international markets 99

To accomplish this, an American pottery instructor was contracted to provide several
weeks of training classes to local artists
to improve their methods and teach them
how to successfully make pottery that
could be brought to market.
Unfortunately, the translator hired for the
sessions was not fluent in English and
was unable to transmit large portions of
the lectures to the participants!o0

Participants in the program were also
frustrated by the choice of materials. The
colored dyes and clg the instructor used
during the class are unavailable for
purchase in Morocco, making it
impossible for the trainees to replicate
the methods they had learned9?

The instructor of a pottery class in Morocco used
dyes and clays not available in the country,
making it impossible for trainees to replicate th e
methods being taught. The translator for the

Trainees also claimed the instructor
would frequently forget to bring the right

materials to class!o? class was also not fluent in English, making the
lecture impossible to understand for participants,
In one class, organizers reported 56 of which there were very few.

participants, but a trainee stated many of

her classmates only signed in so they

could receive the provided lunch, and estimated only around ten potters attended her class
with any regularity.103

One of the chiefoals of the projecc OOT A1 AOO 1 1 xzalkoAent AT A UT OOE®S
unfulfilled. 194 Women accounted for just 25 percent of trainee¥> Even though USAID

15
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i EOOCETT 1T £#£ZEAEAI O ET Ax 1T &£ OEA AEAI T AT CA O1 EI
the program mettheir needs106

00T EAAO 1 AT ACAOO ACOAAA xEOE OEA )'60 A" i AT O
OOAET ET C xAO OET AEEAAOFEOA AT A PITOIU EIi bl AT AT

Moroccans have been making pottery since at least the fifth century B.C., with the earliest
urban pottery made after 800 A.0}%8 Perhaps USAID could learn a thing or two about
pottery making from Moroccans who have been passing knowledge of the ancient craft
from one generation to another for centuries.
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6)  Out-of-this -world Martian food tasting z (HI) $947, 000

Imagine pizza so out of this world, you would have to travel to Mars to have a slice.

4EAO EO OEA Ci Al 1T &£ OEA . AGEITAI 1 AOIT1TAOOEAO
Food Technology Project, which has already developed a recipe for pizza afwbut 100
other foods that could be served some day on Ma¥&®?

Of course, NASA no longer has a manned spaced fleet and no current mission plans for
human space flight to Mars, but some are hopeful a trip to the red planet could possibly be
taken in the mid-2030s at the earliestt10 111 Even this goal is optimistic, however, due to
budget constraints that have reduced the appetite for costly space missions.

9AOh . 131 OPATAO AAT 6O Ap TEITEIT ATT6GAIT U O
This year, NASA ab awarded $947,000 to researchers at Cornell University and the
University of Hawaii to study the best food for astronauts to eat on Ma#s3

Six volunteers will head into a barren landscape in Hawaii to simulate a 12fay Mars
mission. In exchange, theyeceive an altexpensespaid trip, plus $5,000 each, for

NASA will spend almost $1 million to test what astronauts might eat on M ars.
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completing the journey114

Volunteers will perform the activities Mars explorers might do, including wearing space

OOEOO AT A OAEET C O. AOU OEITI xAOOho EIT ef OAAO OI
moods and healtht15 In keeping with the purpose of the food study, one of the stated

DOEIi AU POi AAAOGOAO &£ O OEA DPAOOEAEDPAT OO EO Oi
DOAPAOAA EOI I OEAI £ OOAAI A vE pPrépardtibnBokthi©®© 08 AT A OA
extreme foodtasting challenge starts before the 12@lay Gnission.d Participants will

attend a four-day workshop, and a tweweek training exercise in the months leading up to

the simulation, slated for early 2013.

Though anyone could submit an apptiation, the research team was not looking for just
AT UTTAS 4AEAU T AAAAA OPAIT PIT A xEI AOA7” ET OAOAOOD

Ultimately, NASA wants to know what the best food options might be for lortgrm travel.
4EA OOOAU 1 OCAT ratiAgtatestiicieddfet oGeEaperibd cbmonths

The millions of dollars NASA is spending to develop recipes for pizza and other foods
to be served on Mars may be lost in a black hole since it could be decades before man
sets foot on the red planet.
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Ol OEi AGAT U AgDPAOEAT AA Oi AT O EADECOARS Al O EI

Astronauts currently have over 100 different food optionst1® Preparing meals on Mars,

however, offers new culinary opportunities. Insp AAh OOEA 1 AAE 12&£ COAOEO
andtaste? EO Ei DPAEOAAS 3% BeQdnsk graEityiddes i€t orMMas,] A 8
AOGOOT T AOOO x1T O A AA AAT A O OAET B OBCAOAAI AO
1171 OEA OAAEDPAO A Afidnibécaudelhe Gstronatis will nbthdve daiyA C A

IToO ITAAO POT AOAOO AOAEI AAI As )y O EOT 80 bi OOEAI
toMars?» AT A AOET CET ¢ A Al x 11 OEA 1T EOOGEIT EO 1160
research scientist at Lokheed Matrtin leading a team of three who are building the Martian

menu 122

You donot need to be a rocket scientist to realize the millions of dollars being spent to taste
test Martian meals that may never be served is lost in a black hole.
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7)  When robot s quirrels attack z (CA) $325,000

In this corner with a triangular-shaped head, aattle on its tail, with a venomous bite is the
rattlesnake.

And in the other corner, whistling and chirping, covered in fur with a bushy tail, is the
squirrel.

These two critters are longtime adversaries. Squirrels are frequently preyed upon by the
rattlesnakes, but the snakesarely attack squirrels who are wagging their tales. When they
do, they usually miss the fast moving squirrel.

But what happens when a snake is confrided by a robot squirrel, built to look, act, and
even smell like the real thing?

Researchers at San Diego State University and the University of California (Davis) spent a

portion of a $325,000 National Science Foundation (NSF) grant to construct a rohmti

ONOE OOA RobbShlird® O AT OxAOBOEAO NOAOOEIT 8
3NOEOOAI EO OA OAQEAAOI EAA AAOOAI ONOEOOA

18 4EA AT AU AT A OAEI AOA EAAOAA xEOE Al DB

Robosquirrel: More than meets the eye, ar obot in disguise.
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heat sigmature as if it were real. The tail is controlled by a linear servo motor that makes it
xAC AAAE ¥ A &£ OOES85H

021 AT ONOGEOOAT &6 11T OAO 11T A OOAAE TAAO A
snake on the track, the robot squirrel can flip its tail bacand forth z with or without
heating it z and then retreat125

AOOI A

4EA O1 AEAO T AGAOOGAA AO PAOO T £ OEEO OAOAAOAE
Ol AEA AOGAT AEOEIT ¢ OEA OI AT 060 EAAAS8G "AAAOOA
tododgeA O1 AEA AOOAAEhd OEA O1 A% 6A OAOAIT U OOOEEAO
4AEl xACCET Cch ETT x1T AO £ ACCEIich AAOOAO OAOGOI
squirrel tail -flagging
visit verifies that they
have lost the
advantage of

0 0 O b GEHRALAE
the tail is also
important to the - 48
ONOEOOAI 60 AA
found.128 A lack of tail %
wagging or heating,
however, does nothing
to scare the snake$29

The next generation of
robot squirrels may
have come with some
added features. Future Rattlesnake faces off against Robosquirrel.

versions will include

T L o~ A oA

shake with stonest30

While the interaction between squirrels and rattlesnakes has been understood from
observations in the wild, the researchers suggest federal funding of prajts like the robot
squirrel will help perform public outreach, mentor students, and develop the next
generation of robot animals!3! In fact, the team is already constructing other robot
mammals32 Coming soon are RoboSquirrel 2.0 as well as RoboKangarooRat

During these difficult fiscal times of massive deficits, payin§325,000 for a robot squirrel
seems a bit squirrelly.
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8) 53%$! 380 AAOERADP$3BOMABOAIT O

-ATU '1 ACEAAT O AOA £Z£ET AEI ¢ EO AEAZEEEAOI O O AE
dinner table. Yet, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) spent $300,000 this year to

promote caviar134

10O OITA T /&£ OEA x1 01 A0 110060 AgbAl OEOA AAI EAAA
Apt A COAiho AAOEAO EAO AAAD GEI OEMBORAT & WOA AX

trumpet fanfare6 AO ' OAAE AAT NOAOO

7EEI A OEAOA AOA O1 1 OWkideEavidriprddctioh @@ profis, @& O T 1  x1
OET OACEAAROEOA AiiTi1c¢c OEA xAAl OEU6 A& O OEA AAI
i OOPAAET ¢ W®EA OODPDI U8SO

Fish Processors of Idaho was given a $300,000 Valdelded Producer Grant by USDA to
AOAAOGA A xAAOEOAh POET O Al UAOO ADAOCBRIT Al AEAOCA
"1 0011 AT A #EEAACIi 6 O OAT OEAA AE®OOEAOOI OO O

00 Acystn Al 10T AA xET1AOGATA jEO CI A0 &£ O AO
) AAET EAO OAOT OCEO E
$150,000 in revenue annually

from caviar sales in the past six

years. If all goes according to

plan, revenue could skyrocket to

Ap8u [ EITHETT OIT186
Currently, Fish Processors of

Idaho produces 300 pounds of

caviar annually4! Leo Ray, the

owner who was born in

I E1T AET T Ah DIl WdisO 00T |
caviar production tenfold, to as

caviar z costing as much as $100 an ounce z to taxpayers, i OAE AO ohnnn HI 01T AO
many of whom are struggling just to put the essentials on over the next three yearst42143
their family di nner table. 1O T &£ T1xh OEA Aiil PA]

is only sold domestically.
&1 Of AO 0OAOGEAAT O ' AT OCA (878 " OOE AOAT OOAOOA
years ag 8%
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